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arch 26, 1682, when the Brief for 


the Paſrcmed PROTESTANTS i in France was 
read in the Pariſh Church of Shapwicke i in 
Parſalline, © ny Er 
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en Publiſhed, to put a Stop to falſe Report 


\nd now Republiſhed ; with a Brief Relation 
ofthe Proſecutions againſt 1 the Author in the 
Eccleſiaſtical Court, and at the Aſſizes, for 
the ſaid Sermon, and for his Plea for Mode- 
ration towards Diſſenters, &c. 
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UL SAMUEL BOLDE, Rector of Steeple - 
„ Dorſetſhire. | 
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« T hath been my conſtant Courſe for ſame Months, to preach 
WH | ewery Sunday, either on. the whole Epiſtle fur the Day, or 
K ſome part of it. And finding I was commanded in the Brief 
in the Week before the 4th Sunday in Lent) t0 publiſh it the gert 
Sunday; 1 found there was no need to alter my wented Courſe, in 
order to my pitching on a Subject which might ou mith that O- 
con. The famous Dr. Patrick, in biz * e Dedicatory before 
his Sermon Preached before the Lord Mager. & c. the 2 fl. Sunday 
after Trinity 1680. Tikes his being directed to the Subject be 
then preached on, not ſo much te his own Prudence, as a kin 
of Divine Providence; becauſe having obſerved this ſame Courſe 
that Year, he did not on that Occaſion go out of his Way to 
meet with a fitting Argument. IPhether People will put the 
fame Conſtruction on 17 Diſceurſe or not. I neither know nor cave. 
But I think I may truly ſay, I haue diſcourſed on this Text, with 
a Freedom which becomes a Chriſtian, end particularly a true 
Son of the Church of England. ; 5 
It may be, ſome who pretend to the Church, will take Exception 
at thi: Sermon; for there are fome ſo ſhallow, and of ſo ſhort 
Diſcourſe, they cannot underfand how a Man can except gt 
their violent Proceed: ngs againſt ſome Diſſenters, and yet he 
limſelf a thorough Conformiſt Indeed it it not of any moment 
what ſuch may either ſay or think ; but yet to give them ſome 
datigfaction, if they ever happen to be favoured with any ſober 
and lucid Intervals, I will, amongſt the many Inſtances I might 
mention for this end, offer theſe few to their Conſiderations 
1. I could never yet underſtand that Conformity did oblige 
any Man to lay afids all Bowels of Compaſſion. Nay, I am 
ſure, to Convince and Satisfy Men with Reaſon, and by Hamility, 
Gentleneſs, and Meckneſs, is moſt Chriſtian, and tends moſt to the 


Fierceneſs and Violence there is in any Party, eſpecially if counte+ 
nanced by the Principles of that Perſmaſion, ſo much there is of 
ſome Fai and Deviliſh Mixture in it. 

2. Thoſe who do generally Decry and Proſecute Diſſenters with 
greateſt Paſſion and Virulence, are greateſt Strangers unto them, 
They uſually know no more of them, than they learn from ſome 
falſe and ſcandalous Nbſcrvator or other. | 


ly ber wirt us and the Diſſenters. The true Reaſon why Judici- 


ous and Thinking Conformiſts do uſe hoſe particular Ceremo- - 
25 N neg 


fir the Perſecuted Proteſtants in France, (which was broughe _ 


Honour of particular Perſons, and whole Churches. How much of © 


3. They are commonly ignorant of the State of the Controver- 
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nies which are enjoined, is becauſe they ure ſatisfied they come 1 
der the general Rule given by the Apoſtle, viz. that all Thin 
be done decently and in order. And the Reaſon why they d. 
ſerve no other Rites and Ceremonies, ( whilft it muſt be 4. 
knowledged there are others every whit as orderly and dtcenth i, 
themſelves as theſe) is becauſe theſe alone are enjoined by an Ay, 
thority, they are perſwaded, has Power to initerpoſe in theſe Thing, 
And now if others do not break the general Rule given by the Adi 
file, but apprehend that a Freedom from Impoſitions in the, 
Things, is one part of the Liberty they are commanded t; 
ſtand faſt in, why ſhould we quarrel with, and proſecute they, 
eſpetially whilſt they acknowledge that it pertains to Authority y 
tale notice of them who are indecent and diſorderly in their Wy. 
Jhip ? Is it not enough that we may att according to our own mm 
minute Perſwaſion, and haue the Countenance and Encourage 
ment of thoſe in Power, but we muſt ruine and oppreſs them vb 
will not truckle to our Fancies? 
4. 1 have had the Opportunity to be acquainted both with Con- 
formiſts and Nonconformiſts. and a: 1 acknowledge I have grey 
. Cauſe to bleſs Gad for the worthy Labours and exemplary Lives 
very many in the Church of England, ſo I ought to give oth 
their due. And this I muſt ſay, that thoſe of the Diſſenten 
whom ] have been acquainted with, have been Men of great Lear. 
ning, exemplary Piety, ſtrict Devotion, and extraordinay 
Loyalty: Men who have been diligent Attenders on God in hi 
publick Ordinances, eminently Religious in their Families, wh 
have had à great regard to Conſcience in al the Parts of their 
Converſation with Men. They have neither been Haunters of Ta 
Bernt, nor obſcent and looſe in their Diſcourſe ; nor have they len 
guilty of fitting Day, and Nights at Cards and Dice. Indeud 
they have been Perſons that could not be juſtly blamed for am 
thing, but that they Bad ſtraiter Notions concerning humane 


Impoſitions in the Service of God, than we Conformiſts 


Mr.Hunt's 


Appen- 
dix to his 
Argu- 
ment for 
BpsRight 
in judg- 
ing in Ca- 


| 7s Cau- 


es in Par- 
lam y 84. 


Ba ve. | | | ; 
And a very learned Gentleman has upon Conſider ation given 
very juſt and good Reaſon of this. He expreſſeth himſelf in thi 
Works : I think this their Scrupuloſity may be of God, and 
that ſome Men are by him framed t6 it; that he hath pro- 
vided it as a Bar and Obſtacle in the Natures and Complexi- 
ons of ſome devour' Men, againſt =_y Innovations whatſo- 
ever, that dangerous ones may not ſteal upon rhe Church, 
for the better maintaining the Simplicity and Purity of 
Chriſtian Religion and Worſhip  _ 
If after all this, any remain unſatisfied, they may ſeek Satii. 
faction where they pleaſe, fer R 
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va But as then He that was horn after the Fleſb, 
ber perſecuted Him that war born after the Spirit, = 


Cc. | 


— — 4 


x even ſo it is now. 

a a - | | 
. HERE were ſome even in the Apoſtles Days, 
fs KK. wholaboured what they could to hinder the Pro- 
. greſs of the Goſpel, by Preaching up the Neceſ- 
of ſity of the Jewiſh Law. Theſe having inſinuated 
tbemſelves into the Churches of Calatia, had infected many 
„ of choſe Chriſtians, with their poiſonous and falſe Doctrines: 
7 Wor though they did not openly declare themſelves Enemies 


to the Goſpel, yet they did ſupplant it as to its Power and 
Efficacy, by alledging its Inſufficieney alone, and the Ne- 
ceſſity of their being circumciſed, and embracing thoſe old 
Rules God had anciently inforced under the former Diſpen- 
ſation, They knew if they could leaven and corrupt 

with theſe Principles, they did at firſt ſo ſpeciouſly diſplay, 
it would not be long before they ſhould entirely undermine 
that Foundation the Apoſtles had laid amongſt them. For 
however innocent their Pretences might ſeem at firſt, it is 


rous. Chriſt will not profic you at all, Gal. 5.2. _ «xy 

For this Cauſe it is he doth labour with them ſo carneſtly, 
ind uſeth ſuch variety of Arguments to ſecure them from 
giving place any further, to * and pernicious = | 


cleareſt, Paul perceived the Conſequence would be dange- 


lous about Ceremonies, to be the greateſt Perſecutors af 


to Chriſt's Miniſters and Servants. Compare Gal. iv. 14, 1z 
with this 29. v. It is no more than what hath fallen out 


nemies of true Godlineſs, have always been for perſecuting 
the faithful and obedient Children of God. And it ſeens 


all the Scriptures, nay look through all rhe Ages of tie 


88 * 9 " 4 „ 
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* 

( ) | 


chers, and to convince them of their Error and Fault, u 
giving way unto them at all; / AN 

Amongſt other Arguments, he urgeth the different Stu 
Men are in when under the Goſpel, from that they were i 
when under the Law: And that the Law was primarily de 
ſigned only to prepare and fit Men for the Goſpel, but oy 
to continue in the ſame Place and Power after, as before; y 
more than he that being arriv'd to ripe and full Years, i 
bound to continue under their Tutorage, who had the cin 
of him in his Minority, Gal. iv. 1. e 

He afterwards proceeds to argue with them from the N. 
ture of that Law they are ſo deſirous to be under, v. 2. 
And then explains himſelf by a Similitude of Abrahay; 
two Sons; ſhewing there is as great a difference betwen 
thoſe who are under a Goſpel State, and them that are yy, 
der the Law, as between that Son which was his natun 
Child, and that which was conferred on him by the ſpeci 
— — and powerful Interpoſition of God's particuly 

ng. 1 . 

And thus he takes occaſion to reflect on the great Alten. 
tion that was wrought amongſt them, ſince they did liſtn 
to, and entertain theſe falſe and deceiving Apoſtles: Ani 
does, as it were, tell them, it was no wonder they fhoul 
thus vary, and that they ſhould now approve ways of Sen. 
rity towards Chriſt's Apoſtles and Followers, ſeeing they 
did receive and adhere ta them that were directly contra 


in all Ages of the World. The Servants of Satan and l. 


by this Epiſtle, to be the eſpecial and peculiar Character uf 
them that are irreligionſly and immoderately hot and 2. 
thoſe who are moſt pious and conſcientiouss Look through 


Church, you ſhall generally find that thoſe who were mot 


for the Perſecution of others on the account of ſome Ini Se 
differences relating to Religion, were very wicked ſuper ne 
ſtitious Men; Men that were inordinately zealous for, an Sc 
fond of ſome outward Ceremonies. Now if a Fondneſi P. 
for any Ceremonies would maintain and juſtify Mens Pei. R 


ſecution of others, who cannot approve their Fopperie o 


Dr. J. 


co 1r enic * 


the Galatians ſhould be excuſed, becauſe they preſt oni 


* lingf Pref Jewiſh Ceremonies, certainly did never intend to gall the Necbi 


one would think theſe Teachers who were crept in amonęi g 


thoſe Things that had formerly been of Divine AppoinW 4 
ment. For, He that came to take away the inſupportable: Toke i 


hit 
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„ Diſciples with another inſtead of it, But here we ſee how 
angerous it is to give our ſelves too great a Liberty in ad- 
niring any bare external and accidental Appendage td Re- 
igion: Satan doth ſuddenly ſtrike in on ſuch Occaſions, 
nd doth ſo powerfully affect Mens Minds with ſome ſtrange 
ö pprehenſions of the Beauty, Excellency, Uſefulneſs, and 
eceflity of theſe Things, they are quite taken off from 
ninding the inward Part and Soul of Religion. And by | 
his Means they come to lay out all their Zeal about theſe 
riling and worthleſs Parts; they even ſtarve their own 
Souls, by a conſtant feaſting on theſe meer Husks, and do 
what they can to my others Souls, at leaſt their Bodies, 
by perſecuting them, if they will not conceive and believe 
as well of theſe Things as they do. It is a very ſhrewd 
Sion and Token that a Man is a wicked unregenerate 
Man, if he be of a fierce and perſecuting Temper ; if he 
be prone to endeavour to ruin and'trouble, or 'further the 
Vexation and Diſturbance of ſerious, pious People, only 
becauſe they cannot be as Ceremonious ag he is. EE: 

He that was born after the Fleſh, &c. The Words do imme- 
diately relate to the Sons of Abraham ; Iſmael is He that was 
born after the Fleſh, viz. ins a meer natural ordinary Way. 
Now, as he did perſecute, and mock, and deride, and in- 
ſult over Iſaac, who was born after the Spirit, viz. who was the 
Son of the Promiſe, and in order to whoſe Birth there was 
the exerting a ;Divine Power in the accompliſhing of 
that Promiſe which was made to 4braham, when both he 
and Sarah were paſt Hopes, and naturally uncapable of hav- 
ing Children, ſo it is now, wiz. Even ſo, thoſe in theſe Days, 
who are of the Seed of Abraham, that pretend they have 
him for their Father, and are outwardly Fews, or that pre- 
tend themſelves ſo out of ſervile Compliance, do perſecute 
them that are born after the Spirit; that is, thoſe who are the 
Children of the Promiſe, the Seed of Abraham, truly ſo 
called in a religious Senſe, who ſucceed him in his Faith, * 

The Fews did very much boaſt of, and lay an extraordi- 
nary Streſs on their being the Seed of Abraham : they pla- 
ced moſt of their Religion on this, and thought it a ſuffi- 
cient Plea for themſelves on all Occaſions, and an effectual 
Security from thoſe Judgments that were ſometimes threat- 
ned againſt them; and therefore we find the holy Men in 
Scripture often labouring to convince them what a ſandy 
ec Foundation they did build upon, Mat. iii. 9. John viii. 39. 
r Rom iv. 12, 13, 14. It is indeed a great Mercy, to be born 
en of pious and religious Parents: Thoſe Parents that have a 
great Familiarity and Intereſt with God, have uſually a 
WW great Treaſury and Portion of Bleſſings laid up with God 
"i tor their Poſterity, Exod. xx. 6. But People may lay too 
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| great a$treſs0n this ourward Priviledge And if Chia 


o not labour to walk in the Steps of religious and gracioy 
Parents, but depend wholly on their Predeceſſors Holineſs, 
ney wall be fearfully miſtaken at laſt. OS 

| He that was born after the Fleſh, 8c. He that is a looſe, 


wicked, unregenerate, carnal Perſon, is for perſecuting and 
undoing him that is born after the Spirit, him that is ſeri. 


ous, holy, ſtrict, and conſcientious ; thus it has been, and 


thus it is. I will ſum up all into this Propoſition. 


Wicked, unregenerate Men, always have been, and till 


are for perſecuting holy, regions, ſpiritual Men. Look 


through all the Books both of Old and New Teſtament, 
nay lookthrough all Hiſtory, and you will {till find, where. 
ever you meet with Perſecution, that it was carried on by 
the Devil's Agents, by wicked, lewd Men, againſt holy and 
righteous Men. Obſerve the Characters every where of In 
formers andPerſecutors, and ſee if they have not been bran- 
ded with ſome notorious and hateful Wickedneſs. 
Indeed, Men can ſcarce arrive to ſuch a Height of Wick 
edneſs as this is, till they have by the habitual Exerciſe of 
other Crimes, ſcared their Conſciences, and are become fo 


inſenſible, that all the commendable Notions and Senti- 


ments that do uſually accompany Mankind, are loſt and 
eradicated out of their Breaſts. © 


Conſider theſe few Inſtances of Perſecutors as they now 


occur, and then ſee whether all others. be not of the ſame 


Complexion. What an obdurate Caitiff and Villain wa 
Cain, that flew his own Brother, becauſe more holy, and 
conſequently better accepted with God than he was ? What 


_ vile Character is Iſnael all along repreſented under to us? 


Were not they Drunkards that were againſt David, and made 
Songs of him? What were the falſe Prophets that ſet them- 
ſelves againſt Mica/ah? Were they not ſuch as did prophecy 
Lies? Who were thoſe that were for the burning of the 


three Children; and for the caſting of Daniel into the Li- 


ons Den? Were they not all flattering and abominable Ido- 
Jaters ? What was Judas that betrayed Chriſt, that informed 
the High Prieſts and Scribes againſt his Maſter the Son of 

as he not a covetous, mercenary Son of Perdition? 
What were thoſe that ſwore and gave Evidence againſt 
Chriſt ? Were they not a couple of perjured Miſcreants? 
And if you ſearch and enquire, you will find all Informer 
ainſt, and Perſecutors of the Juſt and Holy to be of the 
e Stamp. Are not the Informers and Perſecutors of out 


Days, like unto thoſe that were before them? Is it not evi- 
dent to all, that they are notorious for Perjury, Falſeneſs, 
Drunkenneſs, Whoredom, prophane and common Sweat- 
ing? Are there any more regardleſs of the Lord's — 
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more irreligious and obſcene in their Diſeourſe, more vile; 
contemptible and baſe in the Eye and Opinion of every ho- 
neſt, pious, good or ſober Perſon ? Are there any ſo unjuſt, 
ſo falſe, ſo exorbitantly vicious, lewd and debauch'd as 
ey ? | ng 
ow Chriſt and Religion do not allow of Perſecutions, 
of troubling and vexing, of ruining. and undoing of any 
Men for little Indifferences, much leſs for Truth and Holi- 
neſs: They are for advancing and propagating Holineſs 
and Peace, and Love and Condeſcenſion, J. xlii. 2, 3. Chriſt 
came not to deſtroy but to ſave Mens Lives, and ſharply re- 
bukes his Diſciples when they would have call'd for Fire 
from Heaven to deſtroy the Samaritans: It is à ſure Token 
Men are Enemies to Chriſt and Religion, when they are of 
a perſecuting Spirit. Ir hath always been the great Chara. 
Rer and Glory of the Chriſtian Religion, that where-ever 


it came, it did promote and further Quietneſs and Peace, 


and Love and Brotherly Kindneſs, -and did baniſh Wrath 
and Fury, and Malice, and every hateful and hurtful Diſpo- 


ſition and Inclination. It was always thus, till Popery got 
ſome Power in the World, and then more barbarous Villa. 


nies, and outragious Cruelties were perpetrated under this 
ame, than were known to the World before. And if it 


be carefully obſerved, you ſhall find, that in all Ages, thoſe 


who have been moſt for cruel Methods againſt them that dif- 


fer from them, have had moſt of the Spirit of Popery in 


them; and it is deplorably apparent, that now in our 
Days, they who appear moſt vigorous and active in proſe- 


cuting thoſe Proteſtants who differ from others in ſome 


accidental Matters, have a great Affection for Popery, and 
are haſtening towards Rome as faſt as they can. | 


That the following part of my Diſcourſe may be as plain 
and eaſy to you as poſſible, I will reduce what I deſign to' 


ſay on this Subject, to theſe following Heads. 1. I will 
tell you what Perſecution is. 2. Name more particularly 
the Characters of them that are Perſecutors. 3: Shew you 
whence it-is that wicked Men are ſo violently ſet againſt 
wr yu 4. I will make ſome brief Application of the 
whole. | 

Tam firſt of all to tell you, what Perſecution is : And 
it is an endeavouring to trouble, moleſt, diſturb, kill, 
or any way hurt and injure another Perſon on ſome religi- 
ous Account. Every Profecution of a Perſon, is not pro- 
perly Perſecution, but only when it is grounded on ſome re- 


ligious Affair. A Man may be guilty of Sin in proſecuting 


another upon civil Accounts, but this Sin comes under ano- 
ther Denomination, as Oppreſſion, Injuſtice, unpeaceable 
Brangling, G. Now Proſecution is much-what the ſame 

: a : 1 


1p, 


A 
. 


(10) | 
in Religion that Oppreſſion is in Civils. When Men vil 
not ſuffer others to enjoy that Liberty, and thoſe Rightsjz 
Religion, which either Nature or Revelation do allow th 
but will be ſevere againſt them, if in every accidental My, 
ter they will not be juſt of their Mind. When Men do 


| hale others to Tribunals, and procure them either to be 


niſhed in their Bodies or in their Eſtates, or to be deprive 
of their Lives or Civil Liberties, becauſe they either per. 


form ſome Duty God has expreſly commanded, in 2 W. 
they do not approve, or becauſe they will not conſent tg 
embrace and comply with thoſe Determinations they hay 


juſt Reaſon to believe are ſinful. Whilſt Men are not open. 
ly wicked, but though not free from common Infirmitie, 
which do unavoidable accompany humane Nature in thi 


Frail Eſtate, yet free from groſs and ſcandalous Sins, whilf 
they deny not any DoQrine of Chriſtianity, nor divulge 
any Tenet to the Prejudice of Chriſtianity, nor do an 


way endeavour to diſturb the Peace of the Government 
under which they live; they have a right to a peaceable 


and quiet Reſidence, and, ought to be free from any Mole. 


ſtation, though they cannot in every accidental Thing 2. 


tain to the ſame Latitude with others. Whoever goes about 


aaly 


to diſturb and injure, or contract on ſuch as theſe, Finest 
other Puniſhments, becauſe they cannot receive and com 
with thoſe ſupernumerary Conceits ſome do too much pl 
themſelves with, and preſs with too much warmth cn 
others, are too liable to this heavy Charge of Perſecution. 
And if we only conſider what it is they are ſo concerned 
for, we may ſee too much Reaſon to conclude they hne 
no great Portion of commendable Properties. Whereforel 
will now proceed to the = 

Second Point, which is to account to you ſome o 
their Characters more particularly, or to ſhew you wht 
kind of People Perſecutors generally are. They are con- 
monly obſerved to be the worſt, the moſt brutiſh and de- 
generate part of Mankind. Conſult others, read Hiſtoriez 


or conſider what you may learn from your own Obſer 


tion, you will find them to come generally under ſome 


very ſcandalous and offenſive Characters. They are uſually 


taken to be the very Peſt of Society. It is almoſt as das- 


gerous to live amongſt them, as amongſt the wild and {+ 


vage Beaſts of the Deſart. They are a ſort of Tygers and 


Lions, the moſt ravenous Beaſts of Prey with humane Vi 


theſe Characters and Qualities attending them: 


ſages. Were the Pythagorean Notion of the Tranſmigrs 
tion of Souls received, the whole World would then con- 


clude them nothing but humane Carcaſes aQed with Wolf 


iſh Breath: More particularly, they have ſome or alle 


* * 
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1. They are Men of a very ſuperſtitious, blind and ig- 1. 3 
15 orant Zeal. And there is no one thing that makes Men. Y : 
en 4; {pore formidable and troubleſome, than undue and miſta- 
ehen Zeal: It is like Fire when it meets with Gunpow-= | 
rive er and other combuſtible Matter; it devours all be- BE 
r per, ore it, and its Flames become unquenchable. Superſtitious \ | 
Wy {igots place Religion in Things that are at beſt bur bare ; 
nt to Wumane Inventions, many times pure diabolical Suggeſti- | 
hn ns; and then Satan to ingulf them further, doth ſo excite 

open. Ind irritate them, they contend and ſtrive for theſe Things, | 
tie: Ws if Heaven, Soul, and Eternity were all at Stake: Hence | 
1 thi Wt is, they repreſent all that are not of their Way and Mind, | 
rh Ws the greateſt Criminals and Malefactors. No ſooner do | 
rulge Nen place Religion where God placeth none, but Satan 


obtains a great Power and Influence over them, and at laſt 
burries them headlong into ſtrange and wild Extravagan- 
eable ies in the Defence, and for the Propagation of thoſe Points. 
ſole. Theſe are uſually the moſt fierce and barbarous of all other 
g . reople. For it is uſually obſerved that ſuperſtitious Men 
bore Mare very fearful, and that the greateſt Cowards are moſt re- 
jest vengeful and cruel, if they can obtain an Advantage. Paul's 
mal Wblind Zeal . made him a Perſecutor : He did it ignorantly : 
f And our Saviour tells us of ſome that would kill and mur- 
| onder Men, and flatter themſelves with a Perſwaſion that 1 
tion, they were therein doing God and Religion good Service. Fo. xvi. 2 
nei 2. They are Men of inſufferable Pride and Malice: there 2. 
have is an abſolute Neceſſity that ſome degree of that Popiſh Con- 
del eeit of Infallibility ſhould prevail in all that are Perſecu- 
tors, to reconcile themſelves to their own Practices: For 
e of vho can be ſo abſurd and fooliſh, as to endeavour to ruin 
wh; Mothers, becauſe they will not believe or practiſe what they 
on-M'iemſclves do acknowledge they are not ſo certain concern- 
| de. ing, but that it is poſſible they may be in an Error and Mi- 
ries take? Thoſe who are Perſecutors do expect all ſhould yield 
to them, and take them for Oracles ; and if they be notrhus 
ome received, they think the Affront is too great to be endured, 
ally ind therefore muſt be revenged. Malice and Revenge hath 
{an generally a very great Influence on all Perſecutions. Your 
. Ferſecutors are uſually People of a haughty, curſt, and poi- 
al fonous Nature, they love to be doing Evil: Their Delight 
Vi. Dis to hurt and offend them with whom God is pleas d. 
They are canker'd and ill-natured, and never pleaſed bur 
when they have an Opportunity to intrap and make the In- 
ment fal: They cannot bear Contradiftion. Zedekiah was 
ſo impatient of Contradiction, he no ſooner hears Micaish 
brin a different Meſſage from his, and diſcover how a ly- I Kings 
ing Spirit was in the Mouths of the other Prophets, but he xxii. 24 
fills upon Micaiab and buffers him. 3 
3 " = 3. They 


elſe great Worſhippers of Mammon. They do comms 


rious, they have not wherewithal to maintain their Luſy, 


truſt them theſe are indeed a fit fort of People to perf, 


tion of theſe People in Prov. iv. 16, 17. They /leep not exit 


drink the Wine of Violence. 
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3. They are Men of deſperate and broken Fortunes, q 


take up informing, and Swearing, and Perfecuting u | 
Trade to live by. They ſcarce know how to ſubſiſt but 

preying on the Wealth and Eſtates and Goods of thi 
honeſt, iober, religious People they do inform and ſy 
againſt : Men that are ſo lazy, they cannot Work; ſo lun 


and of ſo ill and blaſted a Fame and Reputation, none dis 
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cute the Righteous : they cannot live unleſs ſome or othy 
Fall by their Means. There are two ſorts of moſt abony 
nable and wicked Ways Men have found out to mainty 
themſelves and feed their Luſts by: The one is Robbing uM"! 
the High-way, and the other is Informing againſt and pet! 
ſecuting the Righteous. Now thoſe that apply to the luu⁰I le 
Way, are the moſt infamous of the two; for as they Mt 


» an. 


wicked enough to commit as great Villanies as the otie t! 


dares, ſo they have not Courage to adventure on ſuch du 
gerous Courſes, and to expoſe themſelves to ſo much H 
zard for a Livelihood as the other do They think it cafi D 
ro ſwear, than heQor and affright Men out of what thy 0 
have. The wiſe Man ſeems to give a very lively Deſcrip t 


they haue done Miſchief, and their Sleep is taken away unleſi thy 
cauſe ſome to fall, for they eat the Bread of Wickeaneſs, ml 


If there be any Perſecutors whoſe Fortunes are not alto. 
gether ſo deſpicable and fmall, they are ſuch as make 
Mammon their God: The Hopes of getting Wealth dot" 
very powerfully irritate them to what they do. Was it na?! 
thirty Pieces of Silver that made Judas betray his Maſter? m 


Proyy · i. 1 1. What is the Reaſon Sinners do excite one another to wal 


13. 


4. 


Hearts, and many times ſo in their Profeſſion: Such 1 


for Blood, and to lurk privily for the innocent without Cauſe! 11 © 
it not becauſe they hope they ſhall find all precious Subſtance, ui * 
ſhall fill their Houſes with Spoil? . i 

4. They are extreamly profligate and ſcandalous in thei 
Lives. Men that are very looſe, prophane, and every wy 
debauched: Such as are common Swearers, Drunkard, 
Whoremongers, and profeſſed Enemies to every Thing thut 
is ſerious, holy and good : Men that have 29. tiruted them» 
ſelves to every Luſt and Wickedneſs, that have no moreo 
Religion than an outward Name, being Atheiſts in their 


think there is no Happineſs but what agrees with Zpicurw' 
Conceit, making their Belly their God, and minding 16 
_ but the Things of this World. Your ordinary fol. 
worn and perjur'd Wretches, are the People that do 2 

| commoſ 
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only ſeek a Livelihood, by being ſuborn'd to fweir 
zgainſt them that fear the Lord. They that never ſeruple to 

tear the Name of God in Pieces, and to affront their Ma- 

ler on every turn, by taking his Name in vain, who emboſs 

every Word they ſpeak with ſome dreadful Oath or other, 
who dare impudently ſwear a hundred Oaths in an Hour, 
without any Provocation, theſe are the fitteſt Men to inform 

and ſwear againſt, and endeavour their Ruin, who have 

2 religious and truly conſcientious Regard to 'the Name of 
God, and every thing on which he hath ſtamprhis Image. Wo | 
wonder ſuch as theſe ſhould ſolemnly devote and proſtitute 

their Souls ro Hell, by ſwearing even falſly againſt others, 

when they have the Temptation and Incouragement of get- 

ting Wealth and Riches; ſince they are ſo accuſtomed to af 
front their Maker, they think they never ſpeak genteely, un- 

leſs they ſet their moſt high God at utmoſt Defiance, and 

doin Words at length, challenge him to Damn them. He 

that ſets himſelf apart to Satan's Service, by indulging to- 

all the Luſts of the Fleſh, that can boaſt of his Drunkenneſs 

and Uncleanneſs, of his frequent Exceſſes, and every Days 
Debauch, that can unconeernedly, or rather with Triumph 

ſpeak of his Hopes and Deſires of being Daman'd for ever, 
that defiles the Air he ſpeaks in, and offends all he comes 
amongſt with his prodigious Oaths and Execrations ; this 

Man is ready prepared if an Occaſion do offer it ſelf, or 

can by any means be obtained, ro ſwear a conſcientious, 
religious Man out of his Right, and himſelf into it. That 

Man that will ordinarily endanger his Soul, and ſwear for 
nothing, will much more do ſo, be it right or wrong, when 

he hath the Temptation of Wealth, and it may be the Ap- 

plauſe and Commendation of Great Men for his Incourage- 
ment. 0 ie 

Having given this Account of the two firſt Parti- 34% 
culars, 1 II now.: enquire whence it is that wicked | 
Men are ſuch bitter and inveterate Enemies againſt the 

Godly ? Conſtant Experience is an undeniable Proof of 

the Truth of it; for no Age hath paſſed, but rhe worſt Men 

have been contriving and endeavouring to do the Righteous 

ſome Diſpleaſure. We need not conſult Hiſtories; to con- 

firm what I am now treating of, for we may every where 
Make notice of the deplorable Truth and Certainty of it a- 
nongſt our ſelves. But from amongſt the many Inſtances 
which might be mentioned; as having ſome Influence in, 

and concurring to this, I will only name theſe few. _ | 
| 7; There is a deſperate and deadly Enmity againſt God- 1: 
lineſs, and ſo . good Men, rooted deeply in the Na- 
tute of wicked Men. Ever ſince we loſt the Image of God, 

Ve ie by Nature the Chilaren -4 Wrath, not only as we 
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are fubje& and liable to the Wrath and Diſpleaſure of Cy 
but as we are of a wrathful, furious, and unreconcilahj, 
Temper. We are naturally Enemies not only to God, but 
to. one another alſo. And it is to be aſcribed pringj. 
Pally» rather wholly, to the wiſe Conduct and Providence 
of od, that all Men are not conſtantly up in Arms, and 
always endeavouring the utter Extirpation one of another 
| Yor this wry is eſpecially ſet againſt all Goodnefy 
+1 hen Man loſt Holineſs, he became a moſt violent Adver. 
Hab. vi. 5, ſary to it. As you obſerve when a Man hath taſted of the 
6. good Word of God, and the Powers of the World to come, 
If he apoſtatize, he becomes the moſt virulent and implacz. 
ble Enemy to it: ſo it is with Man naturally ſince the Fall. 
The Devils, that were ſuch. pure and holy Angels, are now 
the E grexcell Haters of Holineſs. | "3h 
Vicked Men are of a curſt, envious, mal:cious Temper , 
they are of a perſecuting Nature, and have a great deal of 
Savageneſs in their Temper ; they are againſt Holineſs, 2 
being contrary to their Nature, and thus become ſo violent 
againſt good Men. Look at any Creature, you will find it 
hath an Averſion to thoſe Things which are of a contrary 
Nature, and if there be any thing of Wildneſs and Cruelty, 
nd. Savageneſs intermixed, then it is extraordinary violent 
7 thoſe which are of the contrary Nature. But thoſe 
ings; which have not ſuch a Savageneſs intermixt, they 
teſtify their Averſion by a peaceable withdrawing 
themſelves, not at all endeavouring the Deſtruction or Hurt 
of the other. This is very apparent in the Wolf and the MW ©? 
Lamb: They delight not in the Society one of another, „ 
but the Lamb, though of ſo contrary a Nature to the Wolf, ry 
doth not ſeek the Life or Hurt of the Wolf; but the Wolf in 
is not ſatisfied but with the total Deſtruction of the Lamb. k 
Nor is this only becauſe the Wolf doth uſually prey and MW * 
feed on ſuch Creatures, for then when the Hunger were 1a- 
tisfied, that rapacious and fierce Temper would ceaſe. That 
: Creature which is of a fierce and ravenous Nature, will de- 0 
1 ſitroy and kill not only out of Neceſſity, but alſo for Sport ˖ 
| | and Recreation. Thus wicked Men they are of a contrary © 
Nature to the Godly, and have much Wildneſs and Rave- 
nouſneſs intermixed : They cannot /leep unleſs they make ſom! | 
to fal; and therefore they are reſembled to and ſet forth by 6 
thoſe Creatures which are wholly ſet upon deſtroying the 
Harmleſs and Innocent. They lie Iarking privily in their Den, 
that they may catch the Righteous. 3 - 
If you ask what the Reaſon: is, that the Righteous and a 
AY oy 6a not perſecute the Wicked, as well as the Wicked 
| do them, the Nature of each being equally contrary wy X 
| ; N : Other = 
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? I anſwer, the Ronghneſs and Severity of good Mens 
_— is taken away by that ſancify ing and altering Grace 
which is beſtowed on them, and for which they are fo much 
hated by the other. The new Nature conferred on chem, 
bath the harmleſneſs of the Dove accompanying it. A ſan- 
Aified Nature, ſo far as under the Power and Influence of 
dinctiſication, hath no Hatred, nor Envy, nor Malice, nor 
any other Quality that is hurtful: It dares not hate or hurt 
an Enemy. SPL”, | — ĩ· 
And the true Reaſon why ungodly Men do no more hurt 
to the Righteous, is becauſe God reſtrains them; he puts 
his Hook into their Noſe, and his Bridle into their Lipr, and 
checks tis «'; . Se DO RT 

Contrariety cauſeth their Averſion to the Godly, but it 
is that Fiereeneſs which is intermixed, which cauſeth the 
Violence of the Perſecution ; as you ſee Tygers, Wolves 
Lions, and Bears, do perſue, and kill, and devour Sheep 
Lambs, and ether innocent and profitable Creatures z in 


15 Hawks and Kites do fly after, and prey on Tartle-Doves 


ind Pigeons, ſo do wicked, outragious, ungodly Men, per- 
ſecute and trouble the Juſt and Holy. 


2. Their natural Enmity is very much increaſed and ex- 


cited into Act by very unjuſt Prejudices, which they im- 
bibe and entertain with Delight. A wicked perſecũti K 
Perſon rejoyceth to hear of any thing which tends to the 
Defamation and Diſrepute of one that is truly Religious: 


He labours to ſpread and divulge it abroad, and aggravates 


every Miſtake, and almoſt unavoidable Infirmity, repre en- 
ting it as an hideous and unpardonable Crime: Nay; he 
vſually attributes the Faults of ſome particular Perſons to 
the whole Profeſſion. Thus the very Name of a pious Man 
is odious and inſupportable to him; and he talks as viru- 
lently againſt, and deſires as vehemently the utter De&ru- 
Qion of every one, how Harmleſs, Good, and Innocent ſo- 


ever, who comes under ſuch a Denomination, as againſt the 


vileſt Miſcreant and Criminal. in the World, tho' he never 
knew or heard of any Hurt by the one, or any Good by 
the other. | | | | IP 
It may not be amiſs to take notice now of a Sin that pre 

= 


vails exceedingly at this time amongſt our ſelves ; whic 
Wrath, fcb 


that we have diſputed our ſelves into ſo much 


in Averſeneſs and Enmity to one another, that Diſſenters, 


and thoſe who pretend to the Church, can ſcarce indure 


the Names of one another, unleſs ſome diſgraceful and re- 
proachful Term be annexed. Too many of them are be- 


come ſuch fierce Adverſaries one againſt another, that they 
have not only abandoned themſelves from the eminent Ex- 


erciſe of that Charity and mutual Forbearance common 


C 2 Chriſtianity 
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much Appetite liſten and enquire after, and inſtead af 
mourning for, do rejoice and almoſt triumph in the Faulu 
which particular Perſons on either Side are chargeable with, 
and which is yet a greater Fault, they are too frequent ig 
applying the Guilt beyond its due extent. ; | 
15 this Means do thoſe who are corrupt, carnal, and 
ſenſual on each Side, labour to encreaſe our Animoſiti 
and make our Diviſions wider and more unhealable. 
But it is moſt of all deplorable, that the Malignity and 
| Poiſon of this Courſe, ſeems to diffuſe and ſpread. it ſelf 
| mongſt them who have given undeniable and prodigious 
— Evidences of extraordinary Learning, and ſometimes of 
very great and deſervedly imitable Moderation and Equz 
nimity : Which diſcovers that when People do apply them- 
ſelves to advance any Party with undue Warmth, they forget 
to obſerve that Decorum they have formerly commended to 
the World, and are too eaſily induced to uſe the meanef 
Arts in depreſſing the Cauſe they oppoſe. | 
It is certainly very unbecoming and unworthy of Men of 
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great Learning, Holineſs, and Gravity to endeavour to de. 
fame all that are of the contrary Perſuaſion, by ſuggeſting 
to the World evil Surmiſes and Opinions concerning all in 


general, by reporting infamous Stories which concern 


only ſome few in particular; for beſides. the Injury they 

themſelves do by this Means to thoſe that are innocent, 

they both countenance the unjuſt Methods the worſt of 

Men do uſe in decrying thoſe they are againſt, and they 

furniſh them with Materials to carry on their Deſign. 

This hath been an ancient Method, People have uſed to 

Fer. xx. 10. revenge themſelves on the Innocent. Report, ſay they, and we 

willkeport: Do but either ſtart any one Story that is real, with 

relation to ſome Particulars, or frame and coin a Story that 

will appear plauſible, and let it once take Air, and we will 

ſoon help to tranſmit it further, and by this Means we ſball 
tale our Revenge on them. 55 

But what a dreadful Blow would be given to Chriſtianity 


in the Opinion of its profeſſed Enemies, ſhould all Parties 


particular Perſons amongſt thoſe they do oppoſe, and then 
publiſh them to the World, as what the whole Party doth 
either approve, or may juſtly be charged with? : 
There is no doubt but this Church (tho' its Government 
and Conſtitution be ſo pure, juſtiſiable, and conſonant to 
Apoſtolical Practice) would ſuffer very much, ſhould but the 
almoſt ordinary Miſcarriages of a great Number who pre- 
tend to the Clergy, be expoſed to publick View; wich an 
Account of the Encouragement they meet with, or at — 
. ET ow 
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5 Chriſtianity doth very much enforce, but they do with toe | 


labour to rake together the foul and enormous Offences of 
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how free they are from Threats and Moleſtations, whilſt o- 
thers, who lead better Lives, and are more conſtant and di- 
1 ent Preachers, and do expreſs on all Occaſions more of 
that Charity and Forbearance towards all Men, which Chri- 
ſtianity doth ſo much commend and enforce, are frowned 
upon, and left open to the * and 5 beſotted, 
frantick, and debauch'd Bigots. There is no Defence againſt 
unjuſt Prejudice- 5 4 | | 2 1 
3. They apprehend, that the ſtrict and holy Lives of Re- 2. j 
ligious Men do very much reproach their lewd and vicious -  _ | 
Courſes: At leaſt, they find that their pure and holy Do- * 
fines do occaſion them Anguiſh and Unquietneſs, Di- 
furbance and Trouble in the perpetrating of their ootoved 
Wickedneſſes. Why could not Herodias ſuffer John Bapti 
to keep his Head any longer? It was becauſe ſhe could not 
live quietly in her Uncleanneſs with her Husband's Bro- Et 
ther, whilſt he was ſtill Preaching to Herod, that 7: was not Mat. xiv. 
lawful for him to have her. Indeed, there is not any thing 3, 
doth more effectually diſcover the horrid Loathſomeneſs of 
wicked Mens Luſts and Practices, than the chaſt, holy, and 
ſtrict Conyerſations of pious Men. And therefore they 
are ſo much againſt them, even becauſe their Doctrines and 
"4 do ſo much reprove their wicked Works of Dark- 
„ 1552 = . | f 
4. Holy Men are carrying on a different Work from that 4. 
which ungodly lewd Men are deſigning and acting: They 
are Servants to different Maſters, and therefore it is not to 
be expected they ſhould accord very well. The good Man's 
Work doth defeat and ruin the Sinner's, and therefore he is 
avainſt him, and doth perſecute him all he can, becauſe he 
belongs not to his Company, but is labouring to deſtroy his 
Maſter's Kingdom, and overthrow what he eſteems his own 
greateſt Intereſt, F ye were of the World, the World would love Job. xv. 19. 
his own ; but becauſe ye are not of the World, but I have choſen 0 
you out of the World, therefore the World hateth you. 
5. This proceeds many times from a very ſtrong and _ 
powerful Impulſe of Satan. As wicked Men are his Slaves Js 
and doing his Work, ſo he doth irritate and excite in a fpe- 
cial manner to this very Inſtance of Perſecuting the d- 
ly. The Devil thinks he has moſt Work done, when the 
greateſt number of righteous Men fall: And he concludes, 
that if he could by his Inſtruments abſolutely ſuppreſs the 
Righteous, he ſhould reign and trinmph in the World 
without any Oppoſition, The Devil Rules in the Heart of the Ebb ij. a. 
Children of Di ſobedience. And it is worth our Obſervati- : 
on, that immediately before Judas went to the High- 
Prieſt, & c. to inform againſt and betray his Maſter, it is > 
ſaid, the Devil entred into him: So that one main Inftance Luke zii. 
| | 5 | whence 3, 4. 


| whenee it is that wicked People do perſecute the Right 
' (els, a 


is . 0 the Devil is in them: The Devil doth as truly 
, and govern them that perſecute the Righteous, 1 

he did thoſe that were called Demoniacks, when our $4. 
viour was upon Earth. And tho' he do not cauſe them noy 
to tear and rent, and torture themſelves, as they did they 
yet he has a more dreadful Influence on their Souls, ind in. 
1 them much more as to their ſpiritual and final . 
ace. | : | : 


athly, Tam now in the laſt Place to apply what has been dif. 


4. 


ag concerning Perſecution, and will do it in a fey 
ords. a D i aan 

x. For the Support and Encouragement of the Righteoy, 
when perſecuted and in Diſtreſs. Take care that the Re, 
proaches and Violences of the Ungodly do not affright you. 
from your Uprightneſs, nor ſhake your Stedfaſtneſs. Thoſe 
Storms and ruſtling Winds, their Threats and Menace, 


mould not break or overthrow you, but ſhould rather han 


the ſame Influence on you that Blaſts and Tempeſts han 
on firm and thriving Trees; whilſt they break and over. 
turn thoſe that are rotten and weak, they do only cauſe the 


other to take deeper and faſter Root. | | 
This is no more than what you muſt expect, and what 


every good Man ought daily to prepare for. He that is re. 
| ſolved for Heaven muſt go through many Tribulation: ; you ate 


warned of ſuch Treatment before-hand. Our Saviour ha; 
dealt ſo plainly with all his Followers in this particular, 
that it is one great part of a Chriſtian's Work, to live il. 
way in Expectation of thoſe Things, that ſo he may not 
be ſurprized when they come, We have our every Day's 
Croſs ro wait for, and muſt be willing ro take it up, and 
bear it away with Cheerfulneſs when ever it comes. We 
have not the cleareſt and moſt unqueſtionable Evidences of 
the Truth, at leaſt the Power of Chriſtianity in and over 
us, till we can cheerfully part with and reſign up all, ye 
with Triumph bear away Reproaches, and Fears, and falſe 
Accuſations, till we can lay down our very Lives rejoicing 
ly for Chriſt, his Goſpel, and Religion, if occaſion be. 
And if God ſees fir to bring you to the Trial, it is that 


I may have the ſtronger Aſſurance of your unfeigned 


ove to him, and unconquerable Intereſt in him; and 


that you may diſplay the Efficacy and Beauty of Religion 


unto the World in the moſt undeniable and conſtraining la- 


Nances. The Perſecutions of the firſt Chriſtians gained 
Chriſtianity a great Repute, and made ſach an Entrance for 
it into the World, as could never be ſtopt up or hindred 


till Sloth, Carnality, and ſuperſtitious Conceits had col. 


rupted the Minds and Lives of its Profeſſors ; and this 
8 happen' 


C1557, ons 

happen d after they were burthened and over-loaded with. 
Honours, Eaſe, Preferments, and a multitude of unneſſa- 
ry and ſuperfluous outward Accommodations. 

The Saints and People of God have met with the ſame 

Treatment in all Ages : This has been their Lot and Porti- 
on when they have lived amongſt wicked looſe People: and 
we generally find that they took great Satisfaction in it. 
Our bleſſed Saviour was uſed thus himſelf. How was he 
eviled, ſcorned, reproach'd, falſly accuſed, ſpit upon, buf 
feted, whipt, and at laſt diſgracefully crucified, by a dege- 
nerate inhumane People? You ſee the greateſt and moſt ab- 
ſolute Innocence is not ſafe from the malicious Rage and 
Violence of ungodly. Men. The Apoſtles, preſently after, 


che Re. ere ſerved in the ſame manner: And when they were 
557 you ſcourged, to render them a publick Scorn and Reproach, 
_ hoſe hey went away, rejoicing that they were counted worthy 
N enaces, to be thus uſed for Chriſt. It is one part of the Vocation 
* have you are called to, to ſuffer for Chriſt: Phil. i. 29. The 
ſts hav more that wicked Men do load you with contumelious Lan- 
and One Neusge and oppreſſive Fines and Mulcts, or do inflitt on you 


orporal Puniſhments and Torments, the more they do to 

raiſe you to the Likeneſs of the bleſſed Jeſus. _ | 
And indeed, it is not the leaſt matter of rejoicing, that 

hey who perſecute you, are only ſuch as are born after the 


and what 


that is re. 


£m by Heſb. Your Enemies are they that are Enemies to God and 
OE | * WChriſt ; worldly, ſenſual, deviliſh Men, who glory in their 
* — 1 Fhame, who make their Belly their God, who are Enemies to the 


roſs of Chriſt, and whoſe End is Deſtruction. It is a much great- 


ma) not i. Diſgrace to be reſpected and ſpoken well of by ſuch as 
7 h heſe, than to have them always ſpitting out their Venome, 
© Ps e ad derring forth their forked Tongues and Stings againſt 


you: They will ſpeak well of none but ſuch as are infected 


_— with their Diſeaſe. They thar are the Spawn of Satan, will 
11 = ndoubted have ill-will to the Children of God. | 

A 75 But what a rejoicing is it, that by this very means you 
anc, e re ſo particularly aſſured of a moſt glorious Recompence: 
ay Ws zeſides the inexpreſſible Conſolation God will ſecretly com- 


municate at preſent, he has provided, and in a ſpecial man» 


oo er promiſed incomprehenſible Felicities hereafter, Mat. v. 
„ e, 11, 12. 1 Pet iv. 144. . 
vim; il Bf bat then you muſt be ſure that what you ſuffer for, be 
pen Cr * he Cauſe of Chriſt Let it be true and real Religion, Con- 
2 cience indeed, and not any groundleſs Fancy, unreaſonable 


trance for ment , Or unaccountable Reſolution and Stubborneſs you 


f 3 lerer, or as a Thief, or as an Evil - doer, or as a buſie Body in other 15. 
and this Mens Matters. Theſe are the Faults and-CharaQters of Per- 
happen! (F995 themſelves, and for theſe Things Men ought ro 


er. 


— 


uffer for: Eſpecially beware that none of you ſuffer as a Mur- 1 Pet. iv. 
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Weigh your Opinions and your Practices in rhe Balla 
the Sanfuary. Be ſure your Cauſe be good, and then if yy 
are perſecuted, and do ſuffer, come under what Denon 
nation you will, and let your Perſecutors be who they will 
of how great Power and Authority ſo ever, I dare and vil 
Pray. that Peace may be upon you, and upon the whole Iſrael of Gy 
It is the Cauſe that makes the Martyr, tho it is not alwy 
the Cauſe that makes the Perſecurs. e. 
2. Let this caution you, that you be not guilty of this 
Sin. It will be found at laſt a very dreadful Thing to bes 
Perſecutor; for by this means you become Fighters again 


1Cor,x.22. God. And dare ye reſolutely Provoke the Lord to Felaouſie? an 


ye flronger than he? Did ever any ſet themſelves againf cu 


and proſper? The Lord Jeſus doth take what is done to hi 


Followers and Diſciples, as done to himſelf : and he wil 
terribly avenge himſelf of the Adverſaries and Deſtroyers, 
his People. You cannot hurt the People of God, but you 


8 Zech. ii. S. offend and pierce God himſelf in the Apple of bis Eye. Au 


Lukexviii, will no: God (think you) avenge his own Ele#, which cy Dy 


7. 2. 


.ovn 


and a Warning to Poſterity, which were never known of 


and Night unto him? I tell you he will avenge them ſpeedily. 


It were better for you, you had never been born, or thi 
ſome fatal and miſerable Stroke had ended your Lives s 


| ſoon as you ſaw the Light, than that you ſhould live to be 


Perſecutors, Mat. xviii. 6. Have not Perſecutors alwiys 
come to ſome fearful End? 5 

If you would not pull down divine Vengeance on you 
eads; if you would not make your ſelves and your 
Poſterity infamous to all Generations, by inheriting the 
moſt dreadful Curſes on your Bodies, your Eſtates, and ill 
your Intereſts and Concerns; if you would not be the ge- 
neral Abhorrence of Mankind; if you would not rot away 
Piece-meal whilſt you are alive ; if you would not be your 
own unpitied Executioners ; if you would not be filled with 
Horror and Conſternation, by reaſon of a wounding, ter 


rifying, and accuſing Conſcience; if you would not pur- 
chaſe to your ſelves the hotteſt Climate and Region in the 


infernal Pit, but can be content with an ordinary Damnatim; 
if you have no deſire to be the worſt, the moſt miſerable,the 
moſt contemptibleof all that ſhall inherit everlaſting Bur 
ings, take heed of this Sin. The Devil never feaſts ſo de. 
liciouſly, as when ſerved with Perſecutors and Informers. 

How variouſly and ſtrangely has God teſtified his Diſplea. 


ſure and Wrath againſt Perſecutors ? Whole Volumes might 


be filled with bare Relations. Thoſe Judgments have been 
inflicted on them, to make them a Scorn, an Abhorrence; 


kalt 


| ſuffer. See that your Conſciences be clear and well inks 
med. Take care to underſtand the thing you contend iu 


heard of in 75 World, till they were puniſh'd and mide 
us by them. 33 ISS 

wy oF — be Perſecutors, God has the ſame and greater 
Ja Flagues and judgments be ors ren © TEE SL 097 
_ I know there are few who apply themſelves to this 
* Courſe, but they flatter themſelves, and endeavour to ſatisfy 
2 others, with ſome or other falſe and pretended Excuſes: 
But alas, what will theſe avail you, whilſt they are ſo thin 
n ad hollow, not only the All- ſceing God, but rhe ordinary 

this WY ſort of People can ſee thorough them? Unlefs the Cauſe be 
be, too black and horrid to obtain the Patronage of Hell, or the 
ind Actors be ſordid and ſcandalous enough to make the Devil 
V aſhamed of them, he will furniſh with ſome Pretence to 
ol palliate and gloſs the Fatt, ol bot 
Fl But it is not enough that you have ſomething to plead and 
fay in your own Defence amongſt Men, unleſs it be what 


+ will be warranted and approved by the judge of all; 
100 for if you could ſo varmiſh the Severity you uſe to others, 
1 25 fo obtain the favourable Opinion of the generality of 


Men concerning it, what will this avail you, if when you 
appear before the Great Tribunal, you be found amongſt 
Perſecutors ? All falſe Colours, and meretricious Paint will 
chen diſappear. 

Now to ſecure you from this Danger, it will be needful 
to have a conſtant regard to theſe two Rules. | 


n 1. Have nothing to do with hurting, or contracting Da- 
mages on any ſerious, upright, conſcientious Chriſtian : Be 
not acceſſory, for aWorld, to the Ruine or needleſs Prejudice 


of any one who ſtands faſt in 'the Faith of Chriſt. Thoſe 
who agree with us in all the Subſtantials of Religion, and 
add no dangerous or deſtrutive. Tenet to theſe, who are 
7 boly, ſober, chaſt, temperate, righteous, compaſſionate and 

merciful, and who no way endeavour to diſturb the pub · 
th lick Peace, but are vigorous Proteſtants, and reſolute Op- 
. Poſers of the common Enemies of our Religion and Civil 
r- W- Rights, they oughr (eſpecially conſidering our preſent Cir- 
ie WW cumſtances) to be. fo far from being Perſecuted and op- 
; prefled, as to have all the Encouragement and Counte- 
e nance that pious Chriſtians, and Loyal Subjects can claim 
„ind deſerve. Do not hurt, perſecute, or revile any, whom 
„Jou have reaſon to believe the Lord Jeſus will own, ap- 
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prove and honour. Mili Chriſt ever thank Men at the Great Dr. gell. 
Day for keeping ſuch out from Communion with his Church, whom ling. fre-. 
wid wouchſafe not only Crowns of Glory to, but it may be Au- nic. Pref. 
reole too, if there be any ſuch Thing t here? . | Mar. xxvii 


, It had been well for P/late it he had hearkened to that tg. 
Feaſonable Meſſage, Have thou nothing ro do with that juſt 


{ WW Mar. | 
y - og . 2. Take 
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2. Take heed of, and avoid the very Appearances of thy 
Sin: Keep at as great a Diſtance from it as poſſible: Do ny 
cheriſh in your Minds, any thing that may engage or incline 
to it. Caſt away all unjuſt Prejudices, mortifie Wrath ag 
Anger; and ſhut your Ears againſt them that would incenſe 
you againſt thoſe you differ from, by reporting falſe anj 


malicious Stories of them. 


Suppoſing it could not properly be called Perſecution, ty 
proſecute, and be ſevere with People about thoſe Thing 
Which you are ſatisfied in your own Minds God has not 


concern'd himſelf about, either by commanding or forbid, 


ding them, yet your ruining, or making others ſuffer ex. 
2 for theſe Things, whilſt they have other Appte. 
enſions either of the Nature or Uſe of them, will unaboi. 
dably look too like Perſecution (I think) for a ſerious 
compaſſionate Chriſtian to tolerate himſelf in. This ſeems 
not to have any of that Meekneſs, Condeſcention, and For, 
bearance our Religion doth ſo expreſly and ſo vehemently 
enforce. - £5 | 
Nay, your addicting your ſelves to ſuch Courſes, will 
endanger the endearing of a rough, ſowre, and unpeaceable 
Temper to you: And it may be, it will at Jaſt hurry you 


| Into ſuch Exorbitances, as you did not at firſt either deſignor 


think of ; nay which will amount to inexcuſable and down- 
right Perſecution. | 


This will certainly make way for your entertaining very 
unjuſt Prejudices againſt others : It will lay you liable to 
greater Tranſports in your Paſſions : It will expoſe you to 
more and ſtronger Temptations than you are at firſt aware 
of ; it will lay you open to the Wiles of Satan, that cun- 
ning Adverſary, and great Deſtroyer of the Godly. _ 

Nay, it is probable enough, that when thoſe Chriſtin 


Sentiments and Reſolves you do at preſent retain, area lit- 


tle worn off, and by diſuſe become feeble, the very Deſire 
and Ambition of Acquaintance with Men of Power and 


Repute, who are Enemies to Proteſtants, as ſuch, may en. 
gage you in thoſe Practices, which both your deceitful 


Hearts, and the better Hopes of others, made you believe 


vou ſhould for ever deteſt. 


Satan very ſeldom Attempts to draw any Man to dired 
Perſecution at firſt; he only leads them at firſt to the Out- 
skirts, and fleſhes them by degrees: But when he has once 


brought Men to take pleaſure in ſeeing others ſuffer, tho 


not for real Religion, the Sweetneſs of Blood, or the Satis. 
faction of getting Wealth, or the Honour of being coreſſed 


by Great Men. will endanger to qualify them to undertake 


with Uncorcernedneſs and Triumph, the moſt barbarous 


and inhumane Perſecutions imaginable, 


\ 


Men 


(23) 

Men know not where they ſhall ſtop, if once they give 
way to Satan, or their own corrupt Inclinations in Matters 
of this Nature. People do ſometimes act thoſe Things under 
che Alteration of their outward Eſtate and Condition, and 
become ſo extremely ſavage and cruel as they could not be- 
fore imagine; which they could not endure to think of with» 
out the higheſt Concernment and Indignation, 2 Kings viii. 


' 13: SPA 1 | 
* n this, vou may expreſs your Love 
to, and Zeal for the Church, its Service, and its Cere mo- 
nies, ſufficiently other Ways. I diſſwade not from any Me- 
thods, which do any way tend to the Honbur of our 
Church, or to the making of real Proſelytes; but only from 


thoſe which indanger its Reputation, and are not at all ſui- 


table to the Matter and Occaſion of our Differences. I 
would perſwade you to be. as Faithful as poſſible to the 
Church and its Intereſts; bur not to expreſs your Zeal in 
ſo confuſed and prepoſterous a way, as will be deſtructive 
to humane Society, or endanger your walhing your Hands 
in the Blood of Innocents: Uſe all the Scripture, and rati- 
onal Arguments you can, to win upon, and overcome, and 
convince them that diſſent, but beware of Extremity and 
Violence. | . 

How ridiculous and abſurd is it, to hear Men talk very 
gravely at ſometimes, that the Church hath no Weapons 
but Tears and Prayers, and yet preſently to ſee the / a7 
Men uſing Rods and Swords, and Axes in the Churches Be- 
half? When the Church is in danger of being clouded, e- 
clipſed, and over-come, and ſuppreſs'd by Popery, then it 
is unlawful to endeavour to help our ſelves, we muſt only 
lie proſtrate, and try if we can waſh away our Sorrow with 
our Tears, or at moſt, content our ſelves with, Lord help 
11. But when we conſider them we have got an Aſcendency 
over, it becomes Glorious (and indeed is more than Chri- 
ſtan) to ſwagger and triumph, and tread upon Men of 
the ſame Religion with our ſelves, only becauſe they dif- 
fer from us in ſome unhappy Circumſtan ces. 

When the Church doth ſtand upon its proper Baſis, and 
ſhines in its Native Beauty and Luſtre, there will be no 
burting in God s Holy Mountain. | 

That Method which hath moſt of Lenity, Forbearance, 
Love, and Meekneſs, doth beſt comport with the Nature 
and Deſign of Chriſtianity, and moſt anſwers that Tem- 

r our Saviour and his Apoſtles commended to the World, 

oth by their Practices and Precepts, Luke ix. 55. 2 Tim. ii. 
by mo 


| 34, Let me ſay a few Words to you that are Perſecutors, ; 
you that are Villifying and 1 Fining and Diſtrain- 
1 | 2 | | ing 


If. 1xv. 25. 


eee 
* o 4 5 & OY "3a q 
: 1 ©. 

* N * 

_ 

* 

. = 
s 


with all theſe, Perſecution ts. 


John. Viil. 
43 


Lam. iv. 3. der what your Condition is; if you are not become Cruel, lil 
Tim. iv. 2 the Oftriches in the Wilderneſs, if your Conſciences be not ſears 


(>). 


ing on, Murdering and tearing in Pieces the Member of 
Jeſus Chriſt, if you have any Shadow of Humanity yg 
remaining, be perſwaded to reflect on what you do, conf, 


with @ ket Iren; if you do not believe that your Imyis 
ties are a ſure and impregnable Safe-guard and Defence 
againſt all che Thunder-Bolts of God's Vengeance; if 
you think they do not make you as impenetrable by th, 
Arrows of the Almighty, as the Scales of the Levinthay 
render him by the Arrows which are commonly caft x 
him, then deliberate a while; and think ſeriouſly, whether 
one time or other you ſhall not he aſhamed of, and fory 
for what you now perpetrate? If you believe there is any 
Truth, or any Honeſty, or any Things that are Pure, ot your 
Juſt, or Lowly, or of good Report ; or if there be any ting! 

irtue, then conſider how contrary to, and inconſiften, tenan 
, Perſecution js a Sin that deſtroys common Humanity: k Ain. 
makes you much more fit to be baniſh'd from all reaſonable drink 
Society, to abide in the Wilderneſs and Deſart with the feaſt 
ravenous, devouring Monſters, you reſemble, than to be Ml veſſe 
permitted ro prey on thoſe who are as humble as the Child, of tt 
as meek and innocent as the Dove. TE 
Vou that are Informers and Perſecutors, be you who you WW the 
will, of what Name, Size, Quality ſoever, you are of the vill. 
worſt Extraction of all other Creatures: Ye are of your Fa» ¶ nb 
ther the Devil, and the Luſis of your Father ye will do: He was /) 
Murderer from the Beginning, and abode not in the Truth, becauſe Wl drur 


there is no Truth in Him. And if you believe not this. you Gre 


may read the Reaſon of your Unbelief in the next Verſe: IM will 
Becauſe I tell you the Truth, ye believe me not. TIN. 
Lou are at preſent the Reproach of humane Race: Judg- Lor. 
ments and Curſes of the greateſt Size do await you here, and I char 
are ready to be poured out upon you, to make you Inſtances vin? 
of aſtoniſhing Vengeance, an Abhorrence to all the World, ¶ vant 
and an inſupportable Burthen unto your ſelves. Nor is this I ing 

our whole Portion, for more than ordinary Wrath, thoſe Fro 
„e and Horrors which have peculiar and moſt enve- ¶ Ad. 
nomed Mixtures in them, are prepared and kept in Store, I wer 
to make your Eternity more amazing and dreadful than Sha 


that which will for ever be the Puniſhment ofother Sinners. Ml mir 


If Depart from me ye Curſed into everlaſting Fire, prepared for 2b 
the Devil and his Angels, be the mildeſt Sentence which ſhall if! 
be pronounced on them who have only with-held their Cha- ne 
rity, and not adminiſtred to the Neceſſities of Chriſt's I 5101 
Members, what a terrible Damnation muſt you expect, who WW W. 


have both hardened your ſelves againſt all their Tears and 


Cc mplaints, 


* - * oY 
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; of Mccoplaints, their Groans and Entreaties; and added Affli- 
ye con to their Affliction? What will be your Doom when 


nf it (ball come to be Glorified in his Saints, and ſhall charge 
lik e with pulling the Food out of the Mouths, 


and Cloaths from the Backs of his deareſt Children; yea, 
ie. ich eating their very Fleſh, and drinking their Blood; 
nce ich taking from them their Means for Subſiſtence, rifling 
if their Houſes, devouring their Goods, waſting their Eſtates, 
the ad haling them to Goals and Priſons? „ ent e 
2 vou that perſecute the Righteous, that you may main- 


i lain your Luſts, and gratify your luxurious Appetites and 
er beſires, with their Wealth and Eſtates, there is a dreadful 
n Hand of Vengeance ready to appear againſt you. For all 
hour Huffing and HeQoring, your Swearing and Damning, 
or pour Carovzing and Quaffing, your Healthing and: Who» 
ny Wing; for all your ſeeming Jollity and Mirth, your Coun» 


renances will change, Paleneſs ſhall: ſeize your Faces, A- 
toniſhment and Fear. your Minds: You are ar preſent. but 


ht ing afreſh Be//bazzar's Folly and Wickednefs :- You are Dan. v. 
le Wccinking the Blood of Innocents inſtead of Wine, you are 

he MW Feaſting your ſelves with the Subſtance of the Rightzous: The 

1 Veſſels you uſe, are purchaſed with the Lives and Eſtates 


of the Juſt and Upright. For oy Things God will nee re- verſ. 5. 
frain, but will certainly be avenged of ſuch Wickedneſs. When 

che Divine Hand doth write your Doom (as certainly it 
e MW vill) then will your Countenance be changed, and your Thoughts verſ. g. 

. croubled, the Joints of your Loins will be looſed, and your Knees 1 
% ſmite one aga uſt another. Your. making your ſelves 

e drunk with Wine, and your being compaſſed about with 

u Great Men and Nobles, with your Wives and Concubines, 

: W vill not preſerve you from theſe Effects. » 

What will you ſay fot your own Vindication, when the 
Lord Jeſus ſhall appear in all his Glory, and particularly 
charge you with Hurting; Defaming, Impoveriſhing, Star- 
ving, Fining, and Murthering this and that Friend, Ser- 
vant, or Child of his? For all your confident Domineer- 
ing at preſent, tho* you look and talk now as if you would 
Frown, and Threaten, and Swear them, and all that are 
Advocates for them, into Goals, nay into their Graves, and 
vere it poſſible lower than that, a Time is haſtening when 
| WH Shame and Confuſion will cover your Faces, and an igno- 

minious Silence ſhall betray your Guile. A Day is now 
approaching, when you will think it 'a kind of Happineſs _ T 
if you might flink privately into the Places of Eternal Tor- 53 

ment, and ſo eſcape the ſolemn Reprimand and Condemna- | 1 
* * muſt have for this Sin in particular, before all the { 
Word. | 3 | 4 
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1 know 
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T know there are ſeveral Things you inſiſt on to jut 
your ſelves in what you do: 222 they are ſuch po 
and thin, and ſlight Excuſes, they will be ſo far from yiell 
ing you any Relief in the Judgment-Day, that ha You 
| | any Shame, or Grace, and Modeſty, you would bluſh u 
} name them at preſent. And that you may not any longer who 1 
cheat your ſelves with a vain Pretence, that you hay gatio! 
enough to juſtify you in what you do, I will briefly nue ent 
what you principally truſt to, and then ſhew you hoy ne 
| Fooliſh and impertinent ſuch Excuſes be. | nion 
There are three Things generally inſiſted on by Infor ſhoul 
mers and Perſecators for their own Vindication : They arg 
E / | theſe: 1. They ſay they do no more than what the Lu Tie 
"A | doth countenance them in. 2. The Perſons they proſecu MW, * 
are dangerous, ſeditious, rebellious People. 3. What they Laws 
do, is out of Love to, and Zeal for the Church. 
Theſe Things are commonly alledged, and People do dv ch 
pend on them as ſufficient and unanſwerable. But how un. Uu 
jjſt theſe Pretences be, when pleaded by foreign Perſecy M- 
tors of the Proteſtants, I hope all are ſatisfied who do hea. = 
tily approve the Reformation. Now the Proſecution of Ml i: 
Diflenting Proteſtants amongſt our ſelves, is generally de . 
fended by the ſame Arguments. And tho' I acknowledge Ml s 
there is a great Difference in the Things, on the account of 
which the Proteſtants are proſecuted. here, and in other B 
Places, yet all thoſe Abarements being allowed for, the 
2 of our fierce and furious Proſecutors cannot be If 
excuſed from Guilt by theſe Inſtances. This will appear WW Nam 


more clearly, if we conſider the Particulars pleaded di: : 

: ſtinctly and by themſelves. To, | ibis 

1. You ſay, you do no more then the Law alloweth. To WW then 

this I anſwer in theſe following Particulars. | mer 

1. x. You do generally underſtand the Law as little as any 2 . 

Vid. Dr. other People: And oftentimes when the Law is on a Man's = 

' Burnet's fide, as to the Matter of what he does, it is againſt him in _ 
Pref.cohis the Method he obſerves. This is undeniably evident in I ima 
Hiſt. of the Proſecution of the Proteſtants in France. 1. 


the Rights 2. Thoſe who have had as good Opportunities as any de! 

of Prine. others to find out the Intention and Meaning of the Laws, i do 

Se.. do put another Interpretation on them than you do: And preſ 

2. therefore you had need to have ſtrong Aſſurance you are hy 

in the right, before you adventure on thoſe Courſes you El ,.; x 

cannot juſtify, but by ſuch a Pretence as in general is a very ane 

blind and imperfe& Excuſe : For Inſtance, If the Law con- 

demns ſeditious Preaching, and you will proſecute and undo Den 

a Man only for Preaching, and not prove any thing of Sedit- W che 

on, you are certainly ſo far from having the Law to juſtify | 

you, that this general Plea will not excuſe you to a Conſci- Wl brir 
2 | ence il 


, 
l 
e 
i 
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= © T9 
"ce that is in any meaſure ſenſible of ordinary Obliga- 
The Proſecution of theſe Laws hath been declared in- 3. 
convenient and hurtful ro the Proteſtant Religion, by them Va. Ref. 
who underſtand the Nature, the Tendency, and the Obli- of Houſe 
gation of theſe Laws, as well or better than any of the vio. of Com. 
ſent and outragious Proſecutors of them. And tho' this Jan. 10. 
cannot repeal or make null the Laws, yet the publick Opi- 80. which 
nion of ſo Great, Honourable, and Auguſt an Aſſembly, ſeems ve- 
ſhould have ſo much Influence, as to check the inordinate ry conſo- 
Teal ſome are too apt to lay out in their unneceſſary Infor- nant with 
nations and Preſentments. 8 ht dod0dur Sove- 
4 If you muſt needs expreſs your Zeal for eſtabliſhed reign's 
Laws, there are others which you may underſtand more ea- Judgm. 
fily, and the tranſgreſſing of which will be more obvious when at 
to you, and in the purſuance of which you may do the Breda. 
Church and the Kingdom good Service; viz. Thoſe Laws 4. 
which are made againſt Swearing, Drunkenneſs, Prophan- 
ing the Lord's-Day, &. Have not thoſe Laws which are 
enforced by God as well as Men, as great a Power and Au- 
thority over you. as thoſe which are only humane Sancti- 
ons? Your talking of the Law is of no weight, whilſt you 
your ſelves do reſolutely tranſgreſs 17 Day thoſe Laws 
which are of greater and more general Uſe. . 
But you ſay in the ſecond Place, that thoſe you proſecute 24» 
are dangerous, ſeditious, and rebellious People. 3 
If you can prove this Charge againſt them, in God's Auſw. 
Name go on, and never ſpare them. But is it not very un- 
juſt to ſay they are rebellious, and not prove any thing of 
this Nature againſt them ? Why do you not inform againſt 
them under this Notion, and then prove it ſubſtantially 
againſt them? Bur to talk thus, and when all comes to be 
enquired into, it is nothing but for ſerving God, when it 
may be you were ſerving the Devil and your Luſts in a Ta- 
vern, or Brothel- Houſe, is the moſt villainous Wickedneſs 
imaginable. | | ö 
Is not this to write after the moſt extravagant Inſtance Preſent 
we have in the French Perſecutors? Nay, is it not to out- State of 
do what is re ported of the Intendant of Rochefort, who ſup- Proteſt. in 
preſſed a Proteſtant Miniſter, when the Deponent could France, 
ſay no more, but that tho' there was nothing to be found fault p. 2 
8 n his Words, yet he perceived his Thoughts were not inno- | 
Beſides, many of thoſe you proſecute have given great 
Demonſtrations of cheir Loyalty, having ſuffered more in 
the late Times of Uſurpation, for the King, than many, if 
not all of you have, and contributing much more to the 
bringing of him back to his Crown, and other juſt * 
| 1 oſe 
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Thoſe who never did more for the King, than make then. 
ſelves drunk with drinking his Health, are not fit to c 
pare, in Point of Loyalty, with them that loſt their Eftare; 
and hazarded their Lives for him. And many of the mit 


ner's Faſt derable Diſſenters did even then, when it was not ſo ſafe 16 4 , 


Sermon 


a 


are in the 
and prophane enough to be the Reproach and Abhorrence of 
all Society, they do then pretend to acmire and applaud the 
Church, and to decry and rail at, and {wear againſt Diſſen- 


X it 1 now, openly declare againſt it (i. e. the Murder of the late 
30 of Jan. King) both in their Sermons and Writings. This is what in, 
1681, p. flice cannot be denied them, and many of them were no leſs Ad 
16. 


11 340 9 


and Induſtrious, and were indeed highly Inſtrumental in the brin, 
ing Home of his Majeſty that now Reigns- 


You pretend that all you do is out of Love to, and Zeil 


for the Church. To which I offer theſe following Con. 


derations, which may diſcover how falſe this Pretence is. 


1. You are not qualified to do the Church any Service, 
TheChurch ſuffers more by theUngodlineſs and Debauched, 
neſs of your Lives, than by any one thing whatſoever. All 
the Diſſenters in the Nation cannot prejudice the Church 
half ſo much as you drunken, ſwearing, prophane Infor. 
mers and Perſecutors do. DS | 
Indeed, the Church would be much better without yoy 
than with you: and could ſhe proceed againſt you in ſome 
of thoſe Ways you would have her uſe againſt others, the 
would do her felf great Right, and very much commend 
that Purity and Holineſs, and Strictneis, which would 
greatly adorn her, and which is by your means very much 
obſcured. „ 8 | 155 
Can any thing reflect more upon a Church, than to have 
thoſe Men countenanced in proſecuting others, who do 
themſelves diſcover no real Love to God or Religion, and 
of whom no Good can be ſaid by others, nay who have no- 
thing to ſay in their own Vindication, but that when they 
eight of their Debauches, when they are drunk 


A | oe 
You do the Church an unſpeakable Injury, you prejudice 


her almoſt beyond Repair, by pretending ether Love for, or 


Alliance unto her. For by this means you do what you are 
able, to repreſent her to Strangers, as the only Receptacle of, 
and Sanctuary for the moſt infamous Criminals and Villains. 
It is no Credit to ny Woman, be ſhe never ſo Chaſte, So- 
ber, and Honeſt, rhat the greateſt De bai chees and leudeſt 


| Miſcreants are encouray:-d for her Service, aud claim her 


Parronage. | | | OS 
And rhat which renders vou ſtil! more unfit for this Ser- 
vice you intrude your ſelves into, is, that you would make 
the. Church coniiſt only of ſuch as your ſelves, and date 
| | impudeat]y 
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nor dently decry all the : ober, moder ate, and pious Cone 9 5 e 4 
miſts, with the ſame Virulence you ſet your ſelves | 1 
gzinſt chem you call Nonconformiſts. So that were it in 
hour Power, you would turn the Church into a meer Stew, 
r Ale-houſe, or School of Sin and Debaucher yx. __ 
There are, God knows, too too many Debauchees in the Nation, Dr. Fruls 

hy wonld be thought great Champions for. the King and the ers Allize = 
hurch, but do infinite - Prejudice to bath, by the mad aud fran- Ser. 1681, 

ch Expreſſions of their Zeal, who do mighty Honour to Fanati- P. 9. 
iſm, by charging all with it that run not with them to the ſame __ 

5 5 all thoſe who pretend to be of our Communion, and per Dr. Sharps? 


- . 


ol. ud Jet 
is. ve ſcandalous Lives, and think that their owning t hemſel ves fot Serm. be- 
vice. e fon of the Church, will make Attonement for their Immora= fore the © 
-hed, i, it is to be fear d they have done us more hurt, than eve Houſe of 
All Whey will do us good. And unleſs they would reform, it may per* Commons, 


haps be wiſhed that we were rid of them. © Let them declarethems April 11. 
toc Fanaticks, Papiſts, any thing rather than Members of the 1679. . 
Church of England. It would perhaps be more defirable to li ue in „ 
nean, low, affiiffed Condition without ſuch Company, than to 
gern the Worla-waeh it. 2 Oo TS 
the 2. This is an old hypocritical Pretence, with which the 2. 
end Enemies of God and Religion have uſually cover'd their 
ud N vicked Perſecutions and barbarous Cruelties. This cannot 
ich ſecure you from Vengeance. God encourages his People 
to hope that he would appear for them, and againſt ſuch 
2s ſhould make this Pretence for their perſecuting them: Ee 
Hear the Ward of the Lord, ye that tremble at his Word, your Bre- I. Ixvi. 5. 
thren that hated you, that caſt you out for my Names ſake, ſaid, 
Let the Lord be Glorified, but he (hall appear to your Foy, and 
they ſhall be aſhamed. They pretended, what they did againſt 4 : 
them that trembled at the Word of the Lord, was for the _ 
Church, and that God might be Glorified, but yet God : i 
would bring them to Shame for their Hypocriſy. = 
I am afraid there are many who talk high for the Church, 

who would be glad ro ſee her welter in her own Blood, or 
conſumed to Aſhes with thoſe Flames they hope to kindle 
by their own furious or intemperate Zeal. People who are 
wicked enough notwithſtanding their loud Cries for the 
Church, to ſer her on Fire themſelves, and then like: Nero, 
Triumph, and Dance, and Sing, when they behold her 
devouring Flames, and utter Devaſtation: 3 
As ſome in the late Times did very wickedly face Rebel - 
lion with the Name of Religion, ſo it is to be fear'd ſome 

in theſe Days do cloak Popery, Revenge, and Hatred to 
all Piety, with the Name of the Church. All that ſwear by ſ. xlviii. 2. 
e Name of the Lord, aud make mention for the God of Ira. 5 | 

40 mr do it in Truth nor 8 | 29 2 


3. Your 


Fd 


ſo far were the Reformers from doing any thing that might 
looklike Revenge, that he was ſuffered to go aboutin Safe- 
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and People, to . 0 and oppreſs others, or to riſe vio» 

lent, fierce, and ruining Courſes to advance themſelves 

and their Intereſts. And it was rhe war. of the pure Chri- 

fian Church, anciently, and ſince the Reformation, to uſe 

no Methods with their Enemies, but what were, full of 

Rexſon, Scripture, Meekneſs, and Chriſtian Forbearance. | 
The learned Biſh6p of Sr. 4ſaph does determine the Que: Serm. be- 

ſtion; who are the Church of God? Or, who are the Ene- fore the 


mies of it? by bringing it to this Iſſue; Thar they who are Houſe of 


wt given to hate and deſtroy ot here, eſpecially thoſe who di zr: Lords, No- 
from them in Religion, mey are not the Church of God, or at- eaſt vemb. 5th. 
they are ſo far corrupt in that Particular. OO IS. $080 8 
Theſe Courſes do not agree and ſuit 'with the Temper 
and Conſtitution of our Church: And therefore I am a- 
fraid, they who uſe theſe Methods, or countenance and en- 
courage them who appear boiſtrous in them, are either ig- 
norant of, and Strangers to our Conſtitution, or implaca- 
ble Enemies to our Church. Inſtead of doing the Church 
any Service, they ſeem to ſtudy to do her all the Miſchief 
they can, under a contrary Pretence. I is not the Genius of. 14 p-. 20. 
our Church ſh: hath no Doctrine that teacheth Perſecution, ſhe 
bath mt practiſed it, as others, when they were in Aathority, I 
thank God for it, and I hope ſhe will alway continue in that Tem- 
per, which being added to the other Marks of a true Chriſian 
Church, may aſſure us that ſhe is a Church according to the Mind 
of Chrift. ' hs | 8 
It was one Thing that did not a little commend the Pro- 
teſtant Religion to the World, that after its Eſtabliſnment 
in theſe Nations, tho' Popery gained Power again in theſe, 
Kingdoms, and influenced its Profeſſors to treat the Prote- 
ſtants with all the Cruelty and Outrage that Religion doth , 
inſpire Men with, or direct them to; yet when in Queen Eli- 
zabeth's Reign Popery was caſhier'd, and the Proteſtants. 
had the Power and Laws on their Side, they uſed no Vio- 
lence, Fury, or Revenge at all; Theo living in the midft of Id. p 28. 
them, whiſe deareſt Friends and Relations they had murdered, and 
the" Proteſtants could ſay there goes he that burnt my Father, or 
he that murdered my Brother, or that orought them to that cruel 
Death; tho" the Queen her Iſelf could ſay who they were that in 
her Sifter's Time, dealt moſt inſolently and barbaroufly with her, 
jet when ſhe came to be their Queen, for ten Nears, ſbe touched not 
4 Hair of any of their Heads. Ret... 
Notwirhſtanding Bonner had in the preceding Reign been 9. 1 
a moſt bloody and barbarous Perſecutor of the Proteſtants, ; f 
and had often in his Perſecution of them exceeded what Refor ft. 
the Law allowed, yet this was not revenged upon him; no, part 5 
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them. Theſe Courſes will not fairly remove Mens Scru- I King 


Doors of our Churches, by harſh and ſevere Proceedings; 


our publick Worſhip into Priſons, if you pleaſe, but you 
Cannot by theſe means make the Diſſenters a willing Pep! Ii ur! 
in the Day of your Power. 


| relinquiſh and beſpatter us. 


- 3+ Your not proſecuting them, who play and drink, , 
walk and loiter away the Lord's-Day, and other Times tig 
Hhould allor for the publick Service and Worſhip of Gy 

does plainly demonſtrare it is not any hearty Concernmen 
for Religion, or the Honour of the Church of Exgla, 

Which engages you in theſe Methods, but rather an Ihvin. 


cible Deteſtation to Holineſs and Truth as ſuch. Com © 71 
you with the like Impunity ſbut up our Church Doors, and gion 
revile our Liturgy, and caſt Contempt on our Biſhops, a4 mies 
all the other ſerious and hearty Utgcers of our Churg wot 
who oppoſe and contradi& you in your Luſts and Wickel ew! 
nels, it is not much to be doubted but you would bea fe. they 8 
vere and tyrannous this way, as you be the other. J Th 
If you have ſuch Love to the Church, why are youſg nde 
mild and favourable, and gentle towards the Papiſts, who aid 
are as great Enemies to the State as to the Church? Why as Ml cour. 
_ You not for getting thoſe Laws executed which are in I nora. 
An. againſt Field and Street-Walkers, and thoſe tha pie k 
haunt Ale-Houſes and Taverns, and who are playing « any 
Cards or Dice, when they ſhould be at Church? And thoſe WM they 
who are rattling about in their Coaches, or other ways Ml... c 
conveying themſelves from one Place to another, on the 5720 
Lord's-Day, and in Time of Divine Service, to perforn in 


ſome idle and ſacrilegious Viſits? ny Fee 
4. The Methods you uſe are no way becoming the WW c4,, 
Church: They will never do the Church any Service: of Cl 
Force and Violence will never ſatisfie Mens Nie 
They will not extirpate thoſe unjuſt Pre judices People tesa 
have ſuckt in againſt our Church, but will rather confirm 
ples. 2 
Suppoſe you ſhould force many to come within the I inſp 


what is our Church the better for this? Can you, together WM had 
with outward Compulſion, infuſe into their Minds an if. 


lenc 
fectionate Love to, and unfeigned Approbation of our Ser- hen 
vice and Worſhip ? If not, you may make our Church ful. % 


ler of Hypocrites than ſhe was before, but not fuller of N 57 
real and cordial Proſelytes; you may turn the Places for IM »,, 


The Members of the Church muſt be Volunteers, and N 
not Preſs d Men: Such as are forced will never do accep- a m 
table Service: They will embrace the firſt Opportunity do and 


It has hitherto been the certain property and CharaQerof ſo f 


Heterodox, Heretical, Popiſh, and Anti- chriſtian Cuff loo} 


Eee 
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Now if you would find Help and Relief from others, 
when diſtitute , afflicted, and perſecuted, have ſome re- 

and to, and let your Bowels yern over your perſecuted _ 
Neighbours, in this their Day of Affiifion. Nature, Reli- 

ion, Chriſtianity, all that is good and excellent, intreat 
and importune your Charity. Can you deny theſe Suffes . 
rers? Can you withold any thing from Chriſt, imploring 
and beſeeching your Commiſeration in theſe his afflicted, 
perſecuted Members? Can you eat tand drink, and feaſt 
your ſelves, and be merry, and have no Concern for Chriſt's 
wandring, naked, indigent, diſtreſſed Servants and Fol- 


lowers? Ye that put far away the Evil Day, and cauſe the wy 
gat of Violence to come near, that lie upon Beds of Tvory, geh . 


and ftretch themſelver upon their Couc hes, and eat the Lambs out 
of the Flock, and the Calves out of the midſt of the Stall, that 
chant to the Sound of the Viol, and invent to themſelves Inſtru- 
ments of Muſick like David, that drink Wine in Bowls, and anoint 
themſelves with the chief Ointments, but they are not grieved 
for the Miction of Joſeph: Therefore now ſhall they go Capti ve, 
with the firſt that go Captive, and the Banquet of them that 
frretched themſelves, ſhall be removed. | | | 
But that you may be more duely affected with their Dr. Bur- 
Condition, I will lay before you the ſame Account which vet s Pref. 
is given of it, by the moſt impartial, learned, and cele- to his Hf. 
brated Hiſtorian of this Age. The Account is this. of the 
Thoſe born in the Communion of the Church of Rome, are re- Rights | of 
quired not to change their Religion, which was left free before. Princes zin 
Schools and Colleges are ſuppreſſed in moſt Places. The Churches which the diſpo- 
the Proteſtants had in the Country or ſmall Towns, are generally ſing of 
raiſed, and all religious Meetings in private Houſes ave forbidden. Eccleſi- 
The Synods and Colloquies of their Clergy are forbidden, except a aſtical Be- 
Popiſh Commiſſioner is preſent, the ſinging of Pſalms is prohibited. nefices, 
When they are ſick, they are forced to admit the Popiſh Magiſtrates c. P. 54, 
to come with Witneſſes to er hort t hem to change their Religion, No Ce. 8 
Midwi ves are permitted to Practiſe but Papiſts, that ſo they may Lid. Pre- 
baptiſe their Children, upon which it may be afterwards pretend ſent State 
ed, if they continue Proteſtants, that they are relapſed, becauſe of the 
they were baptiſed by a Papiſt, and the Puniſhment of this is Prote- 
terrible, No Miniſter, Elder, or Deacon may go and viſit their ſt ants in 
Flicks, to confirm them in their Religion, when they are waver- France, 
ing in it; Accuſations are brought upon the ſlighteſt Pretences and the 
againſt the Miniſters or others that are noted for their Zeal in the Policy of 
Cauſe of Religion ; upon which, Orders for their Impriſonment are the Cler- 
eaſily given out, and they are either forced to fly, or are ruined by gyof Fan. 
a long Tmpriſonment., And the Intendants of the Provinces oppreſs to deſtroy 
them moſt unmercifully, with Deſign, as may be eaſily gueſſed, to the Prote- 
drive them into à Rebellion, that ſo a Pretence may be given to ſtants of 
defiroy that King- 
dom. 


* 


athly. : 


Power) who are continually exciting Fans to inform + 
gainſt all Diſſenters, without making any 
ples Spirits are apparently over-heated already: They are 
cCaſt into too violent a Ferment: And therefore, rather then 
uſe any means to exaſperate their Paſſions more, we ouglt 


and reduce Men to more calm and gentle Tempers. Eſpe. 


5th y. 


are in a very afflicted and calamitous Eſtate. 
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ty, and was not made a Sacrifice to the Revenge of thut 
who had loſt their next Friends by his means. 5 

It was Peace, and Love, and Mercy, and Condeſcentig, 
and Meekneſs, which brought Repute to this Church fg, 
merly, and adorned it in its moſt flouriſhing State: An 
why ſhould you now change its ancient Methods, if yoy 
Love to it be the ſame, and your Zeal as regular as wasthy 
of our firſt and beſt Reformers? 5 e 
In the fourth Place, this diſcovers what 111 Offices they 


do (whether they be of the Clergy, or in other Places of, 


ifference. Peg. 


all in our Places, to do what we can to cool theſe Hear, 


cially ſhould this be the Care and Study of them who pre. 
tend they have a Right to that Character, of being Ambaſ. 
ſadors and Heraulds of Peace. Your loud Declamationg 
your paſſionate and evenomed Inſtigations, and your ſoun- 
ding Alarms from the Pulpit againſt Diſſenters in gener], 
will not pleaſe, nor gratify, nor benefit any, but the ſen. 
ſua], debauch'd Part of your Auditors. This will endan- 
ger the creating ill Apprehenſions of the Way you pretend 
to, in the Minds of the ſoberer and more harmleſs Sort, 
Such kind of Preaching will be interpreted, but like clap. 
Ping your Hands, and lowing on the Dogs, which infſteid 
of bringing People into the Church, will be apt to drive 
them out of the Church-Yard. St. Paul dire&s us to x 
more Chriſtian Method, and ſuch an one as will, if gene- 
rally, faithfully, and diligently obſerved (and we are qu- 
lified to make uſe of it) make Thouſands of more real Pro. 
ſelytes to our Church, than common Informations, Fines, 
and other Puniſhments will make, 2 Tm. ii. 24, 25. 
This calls for your Prayers for, and your Commiſerati- 
on and Pity, and what other Help and Aſſiſtance you are 


able to adminiſter to them that are perſecuted. 


ighboyr Proteſtants 
his callsfor 
Pity, your Prayers, your Help, and what Relief you can 


You have this Day heard that your Ne 


= afford them. 


| ing Day will continue long. 


Vou know not how ſoon your own Condition may be 
the ſame with theirs, if you will reſolutely adhere to your 


Religion, and dare not deny Chriſt and his Goſpel ; you 
are at preſent ſafe, you erjoy the Proteſtant Religion peace- 


ably, but you have no Aſſurance this prolperous and ſhin- 


Now 


| A. p. 59. 


„ | 
deſtroy them all at once. No Proteſtants ean be admitted 7 
Charge or Employment, how mean ſoever it be: nor may thy j; 
received to any Trading or Mechanical Corporation. And to ul, 
From them all Confidence, or Credit in Trade, if any Praten 
Merchant turns Papiſt, he cannot be ſued for his Arcounts, or Beh, Wl '” 
for three Years thereafter. And theſe Orders are much heavjyy 1 fore 
the manner in which they are executed. AERIE 

The prefent Proceedings in Poictu ſhew what the reſt are to Iu 
for ; the Mercenary Agents of My. Peliſſon prevailed ſo far on thy Ten 
Weakneſſes and Neceſſities of many, as to draw them to abjur, He. 


their Reli gion; but not à few of theſe ſoon after repenting of thy Ml 


#4. p. 62. 


| faulted, and all that is done by the Intendant's Order. The Soldi- Pe 


From them, but uſe all the Means they can think of to frighten 


baſe Bargain, by which for a few Crowns they had ſold thi, ed 
Souls, and openly expreſſing their Horror for it, were clapt in pri. the 
ſon, where they lie ftill in great Miſery, only their Numbers ay Sul 
ſach, that it ſeems it is not thong ht fit to proceed to Extremitin La 
againſt ſo many at once. * 3 
But the Intendant of that Province, Mr. De Marilliac, whe. 95 
ther directed by ſecret Orders, or ſet on by the Fierceneſs of hi; A1 
own Temper, or by his Confeſſors, is not known, is reſolved to tale 4 a 
ſevere Revenge of the reſt of that Religion, for the ſake of thiſe De 
unhappy Relapſes, and has treated them not as Peaceable and Obe. 
dient Subjects, but as open Rebels, and declared Enemies. Their 
Goods and their Houſes are robbed, and their Perſons wiolently af- 


ers under his Command are loaged only in the Huuſes of thoſe of 
the Religion, where they do not only ruin their Hoſts, by the exceſ. 
five Charge they put them to, and by the Contributions they exact Pe 


them out of their Religion; tho the horrid Oaths and Blaſph. 
mies they break out daily in, are but ill Arguments 10 perſwadt 


Men to turn. If they refuſe to go to Maſs, they Cudgel them pl 


| they drag the Women by the Hair of the Head, with Ropes about 


all theſe Means are ineffeFual, then they carry them in Sheets to 


ſpoil and rob their Goods, aud ſell them publickly; they threaten 


Bearing them, or obſerving the common Forms of Juſtice, ſends them 


their Necks ; they torture ſome with their Screws ; they bind Men 
of eighty Years of Age; and abuſe their Children before their Eyes. gr 
And ſuch of the Soldiers as are not guitly of thoſe Cruelties, yet | 


them often with Death, if they will not change, having naked 
Sworas in their Hands, or holding Piſtols to their Breafts. And if ſe 


Churches, and fing Holy Water on them, and tell them now thi 
are made Catholicks, and if they return again to their Bireſs 
they threaten them they will accuſe them as Relapſers. And when 


Houſe. keepers are by theſe Means quite ruin:d, yet they muſt not . 
give up their Houſes tho they can keep them no longer, but are R 
Fined 500 Livres if they quit them. And that which has always Fo 
been the Privilege of the Miſerable, is now denied them; for when m 


they come to complain of theſe Violences to the Intendant, he, without 


4 preſently 


IS we 


Cn. I * 


oe. e 


wſently to Priſen, and keeps them Hill there, without framing 
any Proceſs againſt them; and not content with all this," tho' It is 
ſcarce to be imagined what can come after it, or riſe beyond it; 


when be heard that Complaints were made of theſe Outrages 16 


the King, he ſent upon that, his Officers to many of their Houſes, to 
farce them ro Sign a Denial of the Truth of theſe Violenets which 
they had ſuffered. | Ba | 

And that which aggravates their Miſery, and therefore 
renders them more deſerving of our Commiſeration and 
Help, is, that they are a People who have done extraordi- 


' nary Services for the Crown, and could never yet be charg- 


ed with any undutiful Demeanour to the Government. And 
they have the ſame Rights and Privileges with the other 
Subjects, aſſured to them by as firm EdiQs, and binding 
Laws, as any by which that Nation is govern'd And yet 
urely on the Account of their Religion, without the 
baile or Charge of any Fault, and in dire& Contradi- 
gion to thoſe Laws which were made, and often confir- 
med for their Security, are they now perſecuted to the 
Degree before- mentioned 5 

This ſhews, that neither the beſt Services, the greateſt 
Innocence, the higheſt Merits, nor the moſt ſacred and 
ſolemn Tyes, Engagements or Laws can ſecure a Proteſtant 


People from being treated as the vileſt Criminals and Re- 
bels, when under the Power, Influence and Authority of a 


Popiſh, Biggotted Prince. 


hich in the laſt Place calls us to prepare our ſelves for 
Perſecution. What Clouds do hang over us? What Storms 


do threaten us? We are none of us ignorant of the Attempts 


which have veen made, and are ſtill carrying on, to ſup- 


plant and overthrow the Proteſtant Religion, and to bring 
in Popery amongſt us, as an overflowing 4 
And that which greatly threatens our Loſs of the Goſpel, 
and thoſe Ordinances we have long enjoyed, 1s both the 
great and general Increaſe of Wickedneſs and Debauchery 
amongſt us, and that roo many of thoſe who have pretended 
to deſire and endeavour our Security and Reformation, 
have ſer up for Atheiſm, or at leaſt have declared them- 
ſelves Enemies to the Scripture, the Deity. of Chriſt, the 
publick Miniſtry, and all Ordinances. And it is not much 
different whether we have our Bibles, our Services, and pub- 
lick Adminiſtrations in Latin, or whether we have none at 
all. Theſe Things do witneſs againſt us, and unleſs we do 
throughout the Nation, ſet upon a ſerious and vigorous 
Reformation, we may expect our Candleſtick will be removed; 
and that we ſhall either be ſtrip'd of all our preſent Enjoy- 


ments, or at moſt but inheric the Name of them. And if 


ſuch 
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ſuch Days do come, then all who will live Godly, mit certain | 
"ſuffer Perſecution. 5 3 
Nor do I at all doubt, but if either Popery, or Atheiſm, | 


avowed Proteſtants. . 


ſiſted by the Spirit of Grace, that we may approve our 
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or both, have in theſe Nations the Countenance and En. 
couragment of a Prince, the very ſame Men who are now 
violent againſt Proteſtants and pious People, will then 
with greater Fury perſecute, oppreſs and rrp all that 
will either own and worſhip God, or approve themſelye, 


Let us therefore ſtudy the Scripture diligently, be tho. 
roughly informed in the Chriſtian Faith, get our Hears 


raiſed to an unconquerable Admiration and Love of the 
Bleſſed Jeſus. Let us take heed of placing too much Con- 
Fidence on a natural Reſolution, or humane Strength. Let 
us learn to reſign up our ſelves entirely unto Chriſt, and 


pray w_ that we may not fear any of thoſe Things which 
we ſhall ſuffer, but that we may be ſo ſtrengthened and il. 


ſelves faithful unto Death. Thus we may attain to inherit 
a Crown of Glory, which God of his infinite Mercy bring 
every one of us unto, for the Merits Sake of Jeſus Chrif, 
our Bleſſed and only Saviour and Redeemer, to whom with 
the Father, &c. | 4 
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"SAMUEL BOL DE, &c. _/ 


Lien laid to niy Charge Things that 1 tnew nat. 


Pſal. xxxv. 11. WA 
Jet my Mouth be filled with thy Praiſe and with thy 
. Honour all the Day. Caſt me not off in the Time 
of old Age, forſake me not when my Strength 
faileth. Pſal. Ixxi. 8, 9. © a Re 


HE Turn and Courſe of Affairs in this Land 
in the Years 1687 and 1688, were ſuch, as pro 
duced an almoſt univerſal Acknowledgment , 
that that ſort of People, who were fo vehemently . 
offended with the Sermon againſt Perſ.cution, and the Plea for 
Moderation towards Diſſenters, which I publiſhed in the Year 
1682, had been Popiſh Tools, and had done all. that they 
were able to do (both by the Norions they had avowed to 
be their Principles, and by their violent Proceedings) to 
pave the way to the utter demoliſhing of the Church of Eng- 
land, and extirpating of the Proteſtant Religion. And if, ei- 
ther this Conviction had been as Jaſting, as it was then ge- 
neral, or the Enmiry entertained and cheriſhed againſt me, 
becauſe of the Books above-named, had ceaſed with the 
Death of thoſe who did actually intereſt themſelves againſt 
me for publiſhing them, I would ſtill have paſſed over the 
Methods uſed againſt me, in as profound Silence, as I have, to 
this Time. But ſince the old Hatreũ is to be continued, and 
the riſen Generation, both Clergy and Laity, (who I am per- 
ſwaded, know no more, but that they have heard that I was 
proſecuted both in the Eccleſiaſtical Court, and at the Aſ- 
hes, and that Sentence was paſs'd againſt me in both 
Courts) do manifeſt by their Talk, and by their Carriage, 
that they do believe the Proceedings againſt me wefe Juſti- 
fable, and very Right, I conceive, I ought, after ſo long 
Forbearance, to do my ſelf ſo much Right, as to lay be- 
fore the World a plain Narrative of the Matters of Fat, 
leaving all People to judge as they ſhall think fir, | 
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The Time when, and the Occaſions on which I preachel 
and publiſhed my Sermon againſt Perſecution, are re lated in 
the Title Page, and Preface before the Sermon, and the 
Reaſon why J publiſhed my Ples for Moderation toward; Di. 
ſenters, is declared in the Title Page before it. 
The next Aſſize after the Sermon was publiſhed, the Grand. 
Jury Preſented me for that Sermon; I was afterwards in. 


dicted for it The ſame Method was taken with reſped to 5 
my Plea for Moderation, &c. At one Aſſize I traverſed the m 
Indictment for the Sermon, which was therefore to be ti 
tried the next Aſſize, wiz. in the Spring following. 

About the latter end of October next, after I had traverſ. tt 


ed the Indi&ment for my Sermon, I was cited to appear it 
the Biſhop's Court. When | appeared there, Articles were er. 
bibited againſt me for the Sermon againſt Perſecution. A Co. 
py of them being delivered to me, I was ordered to bring 
my Perſonal Anſwer to them in Writing the next Court. Day, 
This 1 did, and the fame Day, Additional Poſitions and Articly 
were exhibited againſt me for the Sermon againſt Perſecutin, 
and the Plea for Moderation, &e. A Copy of theſe being de. 
hvered to me, I was required to give in my-Perſonal An. 
ſwer in Writing unto them, the next Court-Day. I gave in 
my Anſwer at the Time appointed, and I was ordered to 
appear there the next Court-Day, which was by Adjourn- 
ment, (I think} the firſt Tueſday in March following. 
The Crimes I am charged with in the Articles againſt the 
Sermon, and in the Auditional and Declaratory Poſitions, both 
_ againſt the Sermon, and the Plea for Moderation, &C. are ſet 
forth and expreſſed in effect, as followeth : 5 
We Objeck and Article againſt you, That you, 5. 
wmue] Bolde, Rector of Steeple, have writ, and preached, 
and publiſhed a ſcandalous Libel, intituled, A Sermon 4. * 
„% gainſt Perſecution, and another ſcandalous Libel, intitu- 
© led, 4 Plea for Moderation towards Diſſenters, with a mali. M 
 #-cious Mind; and wicked Intention, to derogate from I or 
and procure Contempt to the Eccleſiaſtical Laws,Statutes, I 3l: 
Canons, Sanctkions and Conſtitutions, as impious, cor. 
* rupt; and fuperſtitious, to the great Damage and Preju- 
** dice of all, and every one of the Reverend the Lords Br 
* ſhops, Archdeacons, Officials, Miniſters, Clerks, Church. 
% Wardens; &c. We object alſo to you, That in the ſaid 
*- Sermon, &c. there are many Things affirmed to the 
“great and grievous Scandal and Prejudice of the Church 
„Jof England, and to the great Diſhonouring and Diſgrace WF 
4. of its Rites and Ceremonies, and to the no ſmall Scandal 
«and Prejudice of all and every the Lords Biſhops, Arch- 
« deacons, Officials, &c. by which, not only the Eccleſi· 
** aſtical State is very much injured, and the ſincere WAR : 


— — 


r 


« ſhip of God is much hindered, but alſo all and every of 
the Lords the Bithops, Archdeacons, &c. are hindered 
« and interrupted, and excluded from the Execution of. 
their reſpective Offices. But eſpecially there are in thoſe 
« Libels, Contumelious, Diſparaging, Reproachful and 
« Defamatory Words. 6; 6247881 . 
To prove me guilty of theſe Faults and Crimes, certain 
Centences are produced in their own Way, out of my Ser- 
mon againſt Perſecution, and out of my Plea for Modera- 
ion, &c. | | | KELIS 
; 1. That I have injured the Reverend, &«. they prove 
thus, You Samuel Bolde, &c. do ſay, Preface to Sermon, 
5. 1. It may be ſome (meaning, according to the genuine 
* Senſe of any indifferent Reader, the Magiſtrates that ex- 
* erciſe Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline upon Criminals) who pre- 
© tend to be of the Church, will take Exception at this Sermon, 
for there are ſome (meaning the Officers as aforeſaid) ſo 
 ſhalow, and of ſo ſhort Diſcourſe, they cannot underſtand how 
'' Man can except againſt their violent Dealing againſt ſome 
Oi ſſenters (meaning the Sectary-Diſſenters from the Church 
of England) and yet be himſelf a thorough Conformiſi. In- 
deed, it is not of any moment what ſuch may either think or 
© ſay, but yet to give them ſome Satisfaction, if they happen to 
be favoured with any lucid Intervals, I will, amongſt many In- 
* ftances I might mention, offer theſe few to their Conſideration. 
(And thus you impured the Crime of wicked Ignorance, 
which is worſe than Infirmity and Lunacy, to the Ma. 
* giſtrates.) In your Sermon, p. 6. you have ſaid, The Ser- 
wants of Satan, and Enemies of true Godlineſs (meaning the 
%% Magiſtrates and Officials of Diſcipline) have always been 
for perſecuting the faithful and obedient Children of God 
(meaning the Diſſenters and Sectaries from the Church of 
England.) To prove moſt clearly, that I have villified 
Magiſtrates, and have ſpoken much to hinder the Executi- 
on of Juſtice, and to the Encouragement of the Authors of 
all Iniquity and Unrighteouſneſs, they tell me, there are 
" theſe Words, p. 8. J. 45. Are not the Perſecutors and Infor- 
mers of our Days, like theſe that went before them? And 
p. 10. I. 34. They are commonly obſerved to be the worſt and 
5 moſt brutiſh, and degenerate Part of Mankind ; and 1. 39. 
„ They are uſually taken to be the very Peſt of Society; it is al- 
, molt as dangerous to live amongſt them, as amongſt the wild 
% nd ſavage Beaſts of the Deſart ; and p. 11. 1.18. They are 
"uſually the moſt fierce and barbarous of all People; and p. 28. 
„ 4. 10. Can any thing reflect more upon the Church, than to haue 
„ Fhiſe Men countenanced in perſecuting others; who do themſelves 
* diſcover ſo little Lowe to God or Religion, and of whom no Good 


* 


can be ſaid by others ; nay, ” have nothing to ſay in their 


3 
bo 


( 40") 


enn Vindication?” Theſe Paſſages, it ſeems, were thouglt 
plain enough of themſelves to prove the Charge againf 
me, without the help of an Additional Meaning. In the 
Toth Page of my Sermon, I propoſed to ſhew what kind of 
People Perſecutors generally are: That 1. They are Men 
of a very ſuperſtitious, blind, and ignorant Zeal. 2, They 
are Men of infufferable Pride and Malice. 3. They ar; 

Men of deſperate and broken Fortunes, p. 12. They dv com. 
monly take up Informing, and Swearing, and Perſecuting, a; , 
Trade to live by. Theſe laſt Words are thus placed in the 
Articles, They (meaning the moſt Reverend the Lord 
* Arch-Biſhop, the Reverend the Lords Biſhops, Arch. 
« Deacons, Commiſſaries, Officials, and other his Maje. 
** Ny's Officers and obedient Subje&s, that put the afore. 
** ſaid Laws, Statutes, Canons, and Conſtitutions againſ 
** Diſſenters in Execution) do commonly take up Infurmin, 
** and Swearing, and Perſecuting, as a Trade to live by. And 
i in the ſame Page you ſay, There are two Sorts of moſt ah. 
* minable and wicked Ways Men have found out to maintain 
** themſelves, and feed their Luſts by: The one is Robbing on th 
Higb. way, and the other is Informing againſt and Perſecuting 
* the Righteous. Now thoſe that apply to the latter Way, an 
i the moſt infamous of the two, & c. In the ſame Page,ſhewing 
what kind of People Perſecutors generally are, I ſay, 
.athly, They are extremely ' profiigate and ſcandalous in thi 


Lives. Theſe, with ſome following Words, are thus pla. 


ced in the Articles: They (meaning the Church-Wr. 
dens and Sideſmen, that are obliged by Oath to Preſent, 
according to the before-mentioned Canons and Conſli- 
** tutions) are extremely profligate and ſcandalous in their Line; 
* Men that ave very looſe, profane, and every way debauth'd, 
* ſuch as are common Swearers, Drunkards, Whoremongers, ani 
* profeſſed Enemies to every Thing that is ſerious, holy, and 
good, &c. And in p 8, you ſay, Are nos the Informer; ani 
** Perſecutors of our Days, like unto thoſe that were befor 
them? Is it not evident to all, that they (meaning the moſt 
Reverend the Lord Archbiſhop, the Reverend the Lords 
% Biſhops, Archdeacons, Commiſſaries, Officials, and o- 
ther his Majeſty's Officers and obedient Subjects, that put 
& the Laws, Statutes, Canons, and Conſtitutions againſt 
Diſſenters in Execution) are notoriour for Perjury, Falſe: 
e meſs, Drunkenneſs, profane and common Swearing? And þ. 9. 
*. Andit is deplorably apparent, that now, in our Days, the 
„(meaning the ſaid moſt Reverend the Lord Archbiſhop, 
** the Reverend the Lords Biſhops, Archdeacons, Commit 
* ſaries, Officials, and other his Majeſty's Officers and obe- 
dient Subjects, that put the ſaid Laws, Statutes, Canons 
aud Conſtitutions againfl Diſſenters in Execution) wh 


„ oped 
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„ hath been declared in:onvenient and hurtful to the Proteſtant 
* the violent and outragious Proſecutors of them (meaning the 
“ moſt Reverend Father in God the Lord Archbiſhop, the 


' ries, Officials and other his Majeſty's Officers and Loy- 
l and Obedient Subjects.) And tho' this cannot repeal or 


if appear moſt vigorous and ative in proſecuting theſe Proteflants 
& who differ from others in ſome accidental Matters, have a great 
% AfeFion for Popery, and are haſtening towards Rome as faſt 
a; they can. And p. 23. I. 24, you. ſay, How ridiculogs 
« ind abſurd is it to hear Men (meaning the Clergy, and 
#® others converſant in Eccleſiaſtical Affairs and Hiſtory) 
© talk very gravely at ſometimes, that the Church hath no 
% Weapons but Tears and Prayers, and yet preſ- ently to ſee the ſame 
© Men uſing Rods and Swords, and Axes .in the Church's behalf? 
% And p. 27. you ſay, The Proſecution of theſe Laws (meaning 
the Laws, Statutes, Canons and Conſtitutions aforeſaid) 


Religion, by them who underſtand the Nature, the Tendency, R 
and the Obligation of theſe Laws, as well or better than any of 


„Reverend the Lords Biſhops, Archdeacons, Commiſſa- 


% 
on 


nale nult the Laws, yet the Opinion of ſo Great, Honourable, 


' and Auguſt an Aſſembly (meaning the Houſe of Commons, 
' Jan 10. 1580.) ſhould have ſo much Influence as to check the 


'* inordinate Zeal ſome (meaning the Church-Wardens and 


* Sideſmen) are too apt to lay out in their unneceſſary Informa- 


* tions and Preſentments. And p 32. This diſcovers what il! 


Offices they do, whether they be of the Clergy, or in other 
places of Power (meaning the Reverend the Lords Bi- 
* ſhops, Archdeacons, Commiſſaries, Officials, and other 
his Majeſty's Officers, &c.) who are continually exciting 


People to inform againft all Diſſemters, without making any 


* Difference. Your loud Declamations, your paſſionate and enve- 
" mm d Inſtigations, and your ſounding Alarms from the Puloty 
'* againſt Diſſenters in general, will not pleaſe, nor gratify, ny 
benefit any, but the ſenſual, debauch'd Part of your Auditors, 


© Such kind of Preaching will be interpreted but like clapping 


* your Hands and looing on the Dogs (meaning the Church. 


'* Wardens and Sideſmen) which inſtead of bringing People 


4 into the Church, will be apt to drive them out of the Churche 
" Yard 5 e x 

2. To prove what they accuſe me of, with reſpe@ to the 
Rites and Ceremonies of the Church of England, they produce 
the following Paſſages, in this manner: In the 2d. page 
of the Preface to your Sermon, you call the Rites and Ce- 


*. remonies of the Church of England, Impolitions, Inno- 
* vations and Fancies.” The firſt and the third of theſe 


Epithets are, in the Preface, applied to particular Perſons 
Opinions or Conceits concerning the Ceremonies ; the ſe- 
cond Epithet was their own.. And p. 6, 3. of your Ser- 

"I. | mon, 


— 


—— 


——_ A — 
% 


Fe mon, vou 


„ Satan has engaged Pretenders to Chriſtianity, to be extremely 


true: But the foregoing Paſſage is literally falſe. And 


read the Page referred to, may ſee the Truth. In your 
: ys Sermon, p. 6. you ſay, The Servants of Satan, and In. 
mie. 


3 Church of England) one would think theſe Teachers who went 
& crept in amongſt the Galatians, ſhould be excuſed, becanſe tht 


4 inſiſted on by Informers and Perſecutors for their own 


more than what the Law doth countenance them in. 
©. 2. The Perſons they proſecute, are dangerous, ſediti. 


_ tranſcribed ; and they might have ſome meaning in trar- 


0:42) 


call chem Fopperies, trifling and worthlef: 
Parts, Husks that ſtarve Mens Souls. And in your Ser. 
„ mon, 5p. 6. 1. 31. you do there preſumptuouſly deter. 
% mine, that the preſent Ceremonies of the Church gf 
< England are impoſed ſuperſtitiouſly as neceſſary, lile 
* thoſe that the Judaiſing Chriſtians would have impoſcd 
© on the Heathen Converts, contrary to the Canons Ec. 


* cleſiaſtical. And in your Plea, p. 1. you aſſert, Thy 


* zealous about unneceſſary Ceremonies.” This I own to be 


„ p. 2. That Excommunications, and the Cenſures of the Church 
* are mw inflifed for Peoples not being implicitly and blind) 
"* Obedient ; and that if a Man were ever ſo pious, yet if 
* he would not pay every Groat they did unjuſtly demand, ani 
yield blind Obedience, be was forthwith given to the Devil" 
Their very Words here, may occaſion a Suſpicion, tht 
they have not tranſcribed honeſtly, Whoever pleaſeth to 


true Godlineſs, have always been for perſecuting thi 
** faithful and obedient Children of God. And it ſeems, by thi; 
* Epiſtle (to the Galatians) to be the eſpecial and peculiar Chu- 
** rafter of them that are irreligiouſly and immoderately ht 
*6 and zealous about Ceremonies (meaning the Ceremonies 
of the Church of England) to be the greateſt Perſecutn; 
** of thoſe who are moſt Pious and Conſcientious. Look through 
all the Scriptures, nay look through all the Apes of th 
** Church, you ſhall generally find, that thoſe who were miſt fo 
** the Perſecution of others on the Account of ſome Indifference 
* relating to Religion, were very wicked, ſuperſtitious Men; Mn 
that were inordinately zealous for, and fond of ſome outwarl 
4 Ceremonies (meaning the Ceremonies of the Church of 
% England.) Now, if a Fondneſs for any Ceremonies would main- 
* tain and juſtify Mens perſecuting of others who cannot approv! 
* their Fopperies, (ſtill meaning the Ceremonies of the 


e preſs'd only theſe Things that had formerly been of Divine &. 
** pointment. | | _ 


* Tnp. 26. you ſay, There are three Things generally 


* Vindication. They are theſe : 1. They ſay they do no 


cople. 3. What they do, is out of 


« ous, rebellions P 
All this is truly 


© Loveto, and Zeal for the Church,” 


 (cribing 


ſenbing it; but what thar was, or how theſe Words do 
criminally affect their Church Magiſtrates or Ceremonies, 
they have not declared. t. FS. 
J. They tell me, I have undertakento be a ſcandalous 
Advocate for, and Pavourer of the SeCtaries, in the fol- 
Words: I muſt ſay that thoſe of theDiſſenters whom I have been 
„ acquainted with, have been Men of great Learning, exemplary 
© piety, ſtrict Devotion, and extraordinary Loyalty. And p. 10. 
J 22. whoſoever goes about to diſturb and ruin, and contract 
4 ſuch, Fines or Puniſbments, becauſe they cannot comply 
« with thoſe ſupernumerary Conceits ſome do too much pleaſe theme 
« ſelves withal, and preſs with too much Warmth» on others, 
® are too liable to the Charge of Perſecution. You likewiſe do 
„declare in your Plea, p. 14. J. 3. your Unſatisfiedneſs 
©* with the Uſe of the Ceremonies of the Church of Eng- 
# land.” The Words there be theſe : There are ſeveral Argu- 
ments made uſe of to commend. Conformity in theſe Things, and 
to prove the Lawfulneſs of them as now in Uſe; but they have not 
all that Force and Power on me; that ſome of them haue. And 
in your Plea, p. 34. J. 26. you lay, Such as thoſe undoubtedly 
are amongſt them we call Diſſenters. Nay, I am perſwaded the 
Reverend Mr. Baxter, and Mr. Hickman, have given the 
* World undeniable and very ſignal Evidences of their being Men 
f extraordinary Reading and Judgment: They are great Orna - 
" ments in their Generation, and very ſhining Lights in the 
church of God. The Chriſtian World will, no doubt, have 4 
great Veneration for them as long as it ſhall endure. Future 
Ages will honour their Memory with all the Reſpect and Inti- 
nations of high Affection, ſound Chriſtianity will allow, when 
their inveterate, malicious Enemies ſhall have their Names 
continued, only to be uſed as a Proverbial Obloguy and Re- 
* proach. (Whereas, by the Judgment and Decree of the 


„hole Learned Univerſity. of Oxford , againſt certain 


* pernicious Books, and damnable Doctrines, deſtructive 
to all humane Society, ſeveral of the Propofitions and 
Doctrines of your ſaid Reverend Mr. Baxter were decreed 
and declared Seditious and Impious, and the ſeveral 
Books teaching them, were ordered to be publickly 
* burnt by the Hand of the Mas ſhal in the Court of the 
Schools there; and in purſuance of the ſaid Decree, the 
þ ſaid Mr. Baxter's impious Books were burnt accordingly.) 
„And in your Sermon p. 19, you do there (by Appli- 
„ cation) aſſign all the Promiſes made to the perſecuted in 
- the Goſpel, to the ſaid Diſſenters to the Church of Eng- 
; land, and all the Execrations, to their Oppoſers, and 

conſequently, either herd your ſelf amongſt the 


aid Diffenters. or too nighly (if not to your ſelf) re- 


" fle@ theſe Curſes.” Thoſewho pleaſe may read the Page 
" | "5 © referred 
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referred to, and ſee if they can find any: thing ther 
juſtify what is here affirmed. But to me their Afſertion iz 
perfect Gibberiſh. ; 225 1 
4. In the laſt Place, They Article againſt me, That 
being deſtitute of all Orthodox Learning or Doctrine, | 
| have denounced the Lawful Proſecution againſt Crim; | 
=, * nals condemned by the Common Law, Eccleſiaſtical: 
1 Canons and Statutes of this Kingdom, rightly, duly, | 
: © Jawfully, and ſolemnly enacted and eſtabliſhed by the 

the Ignominious and Unchriſtian Character of Perſecu . 
= tion; whereas in truth there never was any ſuch * 
= | Thing practiſed in the Church of Z»gl/and, or Kingdom Ri 

=. 5 of England, but in the very late Rebellion and Inſurre: o. 
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| I redtion of the Se& of Presbyterians, and other Upſtart . 
„ Seftaries and Schiſmaticks, Strangers to our Engljb Wl ti 


Church and to its Doctrines. Doctrinibaſque ejuſdem, be 
TE the Words in the Article. And firſt, We object to you, Ml © 
| „ your falſe Definition of Perſecution.” I had ſaid, Perſe. WM © 
| cution is an endeavouring to trouble, moleſt, diſturb, “ 
kill, or any way hurt and injure another Perſon on ſome WM 

religious Account; but they were pleaſed to fix on apiece th. 
of a Sentence, which they place thus; p. 9. J. alt. Per: . 
*ſecution is, When Men will not ſuffer others u n 
enjoy that Liberty, and thoſe Rights in Religion, which, either en 
% Nature or Revelation do allow them.” This they attempt to 
5 confute both with their Learning and Railery. Lou 
| | have ignorantly and impudently written and determined, 


TEL —— 
* 


« Serm. p. 6. I. 31. that the three Ceremonies of the 

| Church of England are impoſed like thoſe the Judaiſing 
ö Chriſtians put upon Heathen Converts.” The Words in 
the Sermon, p. 6. J. 31. are theſe: It ſeems by this Epiſtle 
| | (to the Galatians) to be the eſpecial and peruliar Character of then 
1 that are irreligiouſiy and immoderately hot and zealous abut 
| Ceremonies, to be the greateſt Perſecutors of thoſe who are moſt Pi. 
our and Conſcientious. © And you do likewiſe, and very 
| « fallly, nominate and term the Magiſtrates and other 
* Miniſters of Juſtice, with the ignominious Name of 
* Perſecutors and Ruiners of Men for little Indifferences; 
« Whereas Diſſenters are but diſciplined for denial of Obe- 
** dience to the Laws that religiouſly enjoin them.” This 
being the Article in which they have diſcovered their pro- 
found Learning, their Orthodox Doctrine, and their great 
Wit, I will tranſcribe it exactly as it is in the Copy deli- W/% 
vered to me in the Court, that the Reader may enjoy it in ſer 
all its Beauties. . * 
* Item tibi ob mus & ar mus, Quod tu prefatus Samuel Bolde, 2 
per quam ignoranter & illiteratè o'niq; ort hodoxa Doctrin of 


i [2 — 1 ablata, vel tibi negligenter incognita proſecutionem ej ben 
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ers criminales adjudicatos (lege Co i, Canonibus Ecelb'icis Sta. " 
lg; bujus Regni Angliz ref, rit? I'time & ſole niter in. J 
« ita Or flabilit') ignominia & in Chriſtiana ſtigmate, per- 

« (rutionis denunciaviſti & 'ublicaſti, cum revera numqua 

, I i © 7ale erat publicatum, wel practicatum in Eccleſia Anglicans vel 

ni: Wi © Rego Angliæ ſed nuperima Rebellione 22 —— Secti | 
cal “ Prechyterianorum impuberum aliorumq; Sectorum e Scbiſmati- | 4 
ly, ( corum, Eecleſiæ noſtræ Anglicane DoBrinibuſy; ejuſdem peni- 9 
the Wl © tus alienorum. Et imprimis tibi ob mus Falſum tuam defi- 
eu · “ nitionem Perſecutionis. p. ge l. ult. TINS is, when 
>< W Men will not ſuffer others to enjoy that Liberty, and thoſe 

om Rights in Religion, which Nature and Revelation do al- 
re: low them. Cum nature Lex mutatur ſecundum SubjeFum ; Ho- 

art nini ſy; Naturalis extravagantes per teipſum partim (ut permit= 

1105 titur) videntur, & Sermone v' ra, p. 6. I. 31. Conſilii igno- 

be ( rantia & impudentia, ſcripſiſti determinaſti. That the three 
ou, Wl © Ceremonies of the Church of England are impos'd like 

ſe · WH © thoſe of the Judaiſing Chriſtians put upon Heathen Con- 

rb. “ verts.” [Here let me obſerve, that thoſe are not my Words. 
me My Words, p. 6. I. 31. are theſe : It ſeems by this Epiſtle (to 

ece the Galatians) to be the eſpecial and peculiar Character of them that 
er · Wl are irreligiouſiy and immoderately hot and zealous about Ceremo- 

1 e, to be the greateſt Perſecutors of £/ 4 who are moft Pious and 

her Wl Conſcientious.) © And you do likewiſe, and very faſly nomi- 

to MW © nate and term the Magiſtrates and other Miniſters of 

ou Wl © Juſtice, with the ignominious Name of Perſecutors and 

ech W Ruiners of Men for little Indifferences. Whereas Diſ- 

the , ſenters are not puniſh'd for committing or omittin 

ng Þ Things indifferent; but are diſciplin d, for Denial o 

in , Obedience to the Laws that religiouſly enjoins them, 

ile , and to which you and all the Subjects of England have 

n , aſſented. Which kind of Diſcipine hath been exer. 

ot WI eiſed even in moſt of the Presbyterian and Independant 4 
pi. WM, pretended Churches Notwithſtanding all which, and the 5 9 
J Fremiſes, in your Sermon, p- 22 l. 16. you ſay To execute the 4 
W Law,is againſt Chriſtian Religion.” So endsthis Learned, 

of Inſtructive, Ingenious Article. But, whatever Perfections 

s; WW thoſe who compos'd this Article, might think they had 

ve- lodged in it, they took effectual Care it ſhould not be load» 

his ed with that, which to one Gang of People is moſt offen- 

ro- Wl five, viz. Truth. Of this, the Words with which the Ar- 

it MW ficle concludes, are a glaring Inſtance. I had ſaid, Suppo= 

. /g it could not properly be called Perſecution, to proſecute and be 


in ere with People about thoſe Things, which you are ſatisfied in | _ 

your Minds, God hath not concern d himſelf about, either by com- „ 
le, N ending or forbidding them; yet your ruining, or making others 1 
1 ſaffer extremely for theſe Things, whilſt they have other Appre- '/ I 
#, enfant, either of the Nature or ＋ of them, ſtil Am + .-A 
it = | 00K” 
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looks too like Perſecution (I think) for @ ſerins compaſſionate c 
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came to Dorcheſter. On Friday in the Forenoon two 


ments againſt me were tried. One was for my Pl Mee 
Aeration towards Diſſent ers. The other was for a Letter: The “; 
Indictment for the Plea for Moderation, &. was qualh'd WW'® 
by Reaſon of a Fault found in the Form of it. Which WM 71 
Fault the Judge ordered to be corrected, and the Indit-Mff dec 
ment to brought in again in the Afternoon. The other In- iel 
dictment was for a Letter. The Matter, in ſhort, was Let 
thus: An Apothecary in Blandford had been proſecuted (up fer 
on an Information againſt him, as ſomething he had done ir 
a Diſſenter) at the Seſſions, and was obliged to pay twenty / 
Pounds. About ſix or ſeven Weeks after, I ſaw the ſaid A-. 
pothecary come into a Church on a Lord's Day in the Fore-W gu. 
noon, before the Abſolution was read. He ſtaid there till I 
the whole Service was ended: I ſaw him in the ſane & 
Church in the Afternoon of the ſame Day, before Aﬀer-Wof 
noon Service began, where he continued till the Congre 


gation was regularly diſmiſſed. Some Weeks after this 
was told by one of Blandford, the Adverſaries of tht 
aforeſaid Apothecary, did deſign to proſecute him fer 
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Months Abſence from -Church ; and that many. of h 


ich his Adverfaries, rather than ſtand à Trial, conſider- 
em ing how Things had been managed not long ſince at the 
: ſ N enons I deſired that Perſon to tell him from me, that 


de being now under the Protection of the Law, he ought 


rorſe not, in my Judgment, to follow the Advice above menti- 
tha Woned : For, to my certain Knowledge, a whole Pariſſi 
ce or could witneſs he had been at Church within three Months. 
their WThe next Week I had occaſion to write to the aforeſaid 
Ib. Apothecary, to ſend me ſome Things he ſold; and betwixt 
ation my ſubſcribing my Letter, and ſealing it, the Report I have 


n the Wlteady mentioned came into my Mind. This occaſioned 
h of ny Writing under my Letter theſe Words: Be ſure you do 
fore , foop a/, nor be afraid of the Tories, but approve your ſelf 4 


n to late, faithful Proteſtant. Honeſt Proteſtants will not always be 
hed; nder a Cloud. This Letter was afterwards in the Hand of 


n, | Wore commonly called Captain W—— (I writenot his Name 
Pa. Nit length, he is dead, and his Son hath writ with much 


and Mearning, mighty Strength of Argument, and great 


eded Vivacity of Spirit, both againſt Popery and Bigottry. He 


tical Wis now highly exalted) and was improved into an Indict- 


at I WW ment againſt me. The Word: in the Letter were placed 
„ as Win the Ind i ment in this manner, Be ſure you do not loop 
hop, “ to, nor be afraid of the Tories (meaning the good and 
er. faithful Subjects of our Lord the King, ſo called ſcanda- 
bad “ louſly and contempruouſly by Perſons diſaffected to the 
dges * preſent Government of this Kingdom of England,) approve 
dit “ your ſelf a reſolute and faithful Proteſtant (meaning in Truth 


Mi “ a diſaffected Perſon to the preſent Government.) Honeſt 


4 


ſh will not be always under a Cloud. | 
"ich WY The Jury went forth, and after a ſhort ſtay, returning, 
dict. declared they found me guilty of the Book. But the Judge 
l. telling them they were not ſent out upon the Book, but the 
was Letter, Anſwer was made, Of the Letter; which Anſwer 
oh gy the Turn, as effectually as if it had been given at 
E 4F rſt. | 5 | : SN 1 | 
nt oy At Night, the rectiſied Inditment for the Plea for Mode- 
| AB ation, & c. was brought in and read, and an Indictment a- 
Ole. gainſt me for the Sermon agaluſt. Perſecution was alſo read. 

till in the Indictment againſt me for the Plea for Moderation, 


The WM © Proteftants (meaning diſaffected Perſons as before-ſaid) 


of 21. theſe Words, There ought not any thing to be uni ver- 
ſoly required of all Men in the Service of God, but what has ei- 
Ver an equal agreeableneſs to all Mens Temvers, or à direct and 


quicker. 
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9 
Acquaintance perſwaded him to endeavour to — 


&. to prove me guilty of Sedition, & c. were inſerted out 


mn Tendency to advance the Intereſt of Religion, more or leſs 
i all Wey, For ſome Inſtances which are proper to excite and 
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go 
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tes Devetion in fame Min 3 bebe der Þ ike 8 wal ; 
go ethers, Aud the Giodneſs of the End. "wall mat + Justi an nien fal 
pill yu nan firſt of all make all Men of ene Cumplexim. 1 
The Indictment aginſt me for the Sermon againſt; Pe ſteutin 2 
-with Sedition, &. but not any Words in the Sermon were inierted in 
EI To niake up that Defect, the Sermon Was tacked to tet 


The Judge having fer a Fine on me, for every one of the Indi&menn, | 1 
ler was ordered to take me into his Cuſtody, and to keep ws. in 
E the Eines ſhould be paid. 1 
The Monday following. the Apparitor, with the Promoter, cbs 0 
-Priſon, and cited mt, in the Biſhop's Name, to appra- ar his Court hi 
next Day, certifying me, if I did not apprer there, I ſhould be proceelg 
againſt for Contempt. Bur I having «ppeft-d to an higher Court, =. 
one the ner: Day, who executed the Orders of that higher 8312 
on the inferior Officers in their own Court. Thus, the Bi 
_ tive Sentence, and final Decree, with the, former Proceedings” wee * 
cuted · Before the next Court Day came, the B Biſhop was dead. 
When I had continued about ſeven Weeks in Prifon, the Fines 2 
on me by the Jucige being paid, 1 departed from the Priſon, and ven 
ed 10 Stwple. "i, 
Bur the Promoter being alive, the Appeal was to be followed: "i 
who had principally concerned themſelves sgainſt me, expreſſing à F 
of Aſſurance, that rhey ſhauld have certain Succeſs above. The Prize 
ings in che Biſh-p's Court were tranſmitted, Vet before thoſe why: Ck 
intereſt themſclves agairft me, could begin their Profecution above, if 
Promoter fell ſick, and died. Ard thus ended the Ecclefiaftical Pro 
cutions againſt me. And here, I do own, I eftecm. ny being india 
and ſuffet ina for my Sermon againſt Perſecuticn, and for my Plea for A 
deraim, and more particularly for my periwacing a Perſon in tho 
Evil Days, to approve himſelf a ſincere Protekant, | a much Fe 
nour than any Worldly Preferment. | 
I could mention ſeveral Inſtances of Treatment I experienced fi fag! 
thoſe who concerned themſelves againft me on the #fore-mentioned % 
counts, which were not attended with any Marks of Civility or ge 
Nature; but the Perſons are dead, and I am willing their Works houl'3 
die with them. They had the Pleaſure to give vent to the Inclinationg? 
and Paſſions which had the Aſcendant over th*m, And 1 =] 


God, I then had, and ſtill have this Satisfaction, that neither the 
ber, nor their Power, did terrify me into any wicked or cowardly 
pliance. They, after all their Efforts, left me where they found me, wii 
there, through the great Patience and Gooinels of God, Tam 9 q 


Time. —4 
Steeple, May. | ol 
26. 1720. 
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age 9. Ly ult. PR Pro ecution read Perſecyti n. Page ji 
5 52 J. 21. read e Page 22 1 24 Fes that ra 
d after 85 read (.).; Tage 39. 1. 45 for 10, Fond 27-4 4 


